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Office of the Victim Advocate 

Agency Description  XE "Advocacy for Victims" 

The Office of the Victim Advocate (OVA) was established in 1998 as an independent agency to protect the legal rights of crime victims in Connecticut and to advance policies that promote the fair and just treatment of crime victims.  

 XE "OVA41000 22017" Advocacy for victims

Statutory Reference

 C.G.S. Sections 46a-13b, et seq.

Statement of Need or Program Objective

The agency provides oversight and advocacy when it has been determined the criminal justice or victim service delivery systems failed crime victims and witnesses, works to promote the fair and just treatment of crime victims/witnesses throughout the criminal justice process and helps ensure that the voices of crime victims play a central role in Connecticut’s response to violence and those victimized by crime.  
Program Description

The agency protects and promotes the rights of crime victims through individual case advocacy; engages in multi-agency efforts to further the constitutional rights of crime victims and advocates for systemic reforms regarding victims’ rights and services, legal action, public education and outreach and legislative advocacy. 
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