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office of the child advocate
agency purpose 

The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) is an independent state agency established in 1995 to protect the civil, legal and special rights of the children of Connecticut, and to advance policies throughout the state that promote their well-being and best interests.  State law provides the OCA with access to any and all records pertaining to services or care provided to a child that may be necessary to intervene on behalf of that child.

Statutory responsibilities include evaluating the procedures for and the delivery of services to children by state agencies or other entities that receive public funding.

Recent Highlights 

Child Fatality Review

In FY2010, the Child Fatality Review Panel (CFRP) reviewed 132 unexplained or untimely child fatalities and fetal and infant deaths, which were reported to the Child Advocate and reviewed by OCA staff.  OCA released “the Excerpted Special Public Report, Findings and Recommendation on the Michael B. Fatality Review” in May, 2010.

Citizen Response 

In FY2010, OCA documented approximately 1,700 requests for assistance regarding specific children.  

Services Investigations

In July 2010 the Child Advocate and the Attorney General released a joint report “Protecting Our Children: Improving Protections for Children when Allegations are Made that School System Personnel Abused and/or Neglected Children”.  The report culminates an investigation as to how state and local systems respond to allegations that school employees have abused and/or neglected students.
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