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Lieutenant Governor's Office

 XE "Lieutenant Governor's Office" Agency Description 

The Lieutenant Governor is the elected constitutional officer who is charged with the following responsibilities:  succeeding the Governor in the event the Governor becomes unable to perform the duties of the office or the office becomes vacant during the Governor’s term, operating the state government during the Governor's absence from the state and presiding over the State Senate, including casting the tie-breaking vote when the Senate is equally divided. 

 XE "LGO13000 13002" Assisting in Supervision of the State 

Statutory Reference 

Connecticut State Constitution Article IV, Sections 17-19.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To provide assistance in the operation of state government and to assure the continued operation of state government in the Governor’s absence from the state or in the event that the Governor is unable to perform the duties of the office or the office becomes vacant. 

Program Description

The Lieutenant Governor provides assistance in the operation of state government.

The Connecticut Constitution provides for the election of the Lieutenant Governor and conditions for the succession to the Office of Governor.  In case of the governor’s death, resignation, refusal to serve, or removal from office, the lieutenant governor shall become governor until the next regular election.  In the case of the inability of the governor to exercise the powers and perform the duties of office, or in case of impeachment or absence from the state, the lieutenant governor shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties of governor until the disability is removed, or the governor is acquitted or returns.

The Lieutenant Governor is, by virtue of the office, President of the Senate and oversees the procedures of the State Senate, including resolution of disputes.  The Lieutenant Governor has a right to debate, when in committee of the whole and when the Senate is equally divided, the Lieutenant Governor may cast the tie-breaking vote. 
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