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Agency Purpose XE "Freedom of Information Commission" 
The Freedom of Information (FOI) Commission is an independent, government oversight agency charged with adminis​tering and enforcing Connecticut’s FOI Act and thereby ensuring that the people of Connecticut have full access to the records and meetings of all public agencies to the extent provided by law.  In furtherance of this purpose, the commission focuses on the following core functions:

· Settle complaints quickly and informally through an ombudsman or mediation process.
· Hear and decide complaints through a speedy, inexpensive process designed for lay people.
· Represent the commission, through staff counsel, in all court appeals from commission decisions and in all other litigation affecting the commission.
· Render declaratory rulings that apply the FOI Act to situations of general application.
· Conduct programs, publish literature, answer written and oral inquiries, and perform other educational functions so that the requirements of the law will be known and understood by everyone upon whom the act confers rights and duties.
The Freedom of Information Commission is recommended for consolidation with the Office of Governmental Accountability in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

Recent Highlights

· The Commission received 805 formal citizen complaints in calendar year 2010. 

· The Commission, with the support of the Connecticut Foundation for Open Government, printed and mailed its high school civics curriculum to all of Connecticut’s school districts. The curriculum is designed to incorporate Freedom of Information into Connecticut’s public schools’ civics classes. The entire curriculum is available on the commission website.
· The Commission, with the support of the Connecticut Foundation for Open Government, continued to craft other facets of its community outreach program aimed at the state’s minority communities. A pilot program targeting Spanish-speaking citizens is in the preparation stage.

· The Commission has provided an average of 74 speakers a year at a variety of venues for the past 5 years. In 2010, 92 speaking programs were offered. 
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