Budget Summary

Budget Summary


[image: image1.jpg]


Office of State Ethics
Agency Purpose XE "state Ethics, Office of "  
http://www.ct.gov/ethics  

The Office of State Ethics (OSE) is an independent oversight agency for the State of Connecticut.  The OSE administers Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 10, Part I for Public Officials and Part II for Lobbyists, and has limited jurisdiction over Part IV, Ethical Considerations Concerning Bidding and State Contracting.  
The mission of the OSE is to ensure honesty, integrity and accountability in state government through education, interpretation and enforcement of the State of Connecticut Codes of Ethics.
The OSE has four main functions:  education, interpretation, enforcement and records retention.
The Office of State Ethics is recommended for consolidation with the Office of Governmental Accountability in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

Recent Highlights

· Issued 11 advisory opinions and approximately 1,050 written staff opinions. 

· Reviewed nearly 600 necessary expense reports from state employees and public officials.

· Revised its regulations to increase lobbyist registration fees to $250 for two-year registrations in odd years and $125 for one-year registrations in even years.  
· Issued or received 35 complaints and opened 46 evaluations for alleged violations of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials or Lobbyists.

· Conducted four hearings and one probable cause hearing which ultimately led to a full board hearing and the imposition of a civil penalty of $15,000.

· Handled over 2,700 public official statements of financial interest in paper and electronic form, and oversaw 100% compliance with this mandated filing.
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