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department Of Public Safety
 http://www.ct.gov/dps/site/default.asp
Agency Purpose

To protect and improve the quality of life for all by providing enforcement, regulatory, and scientific services through prevention, education, and innovative use of technology.

In striving to accomplish its mission, the agency embraces core values summarized by the acronym P.R.I.D.E.:
· PROFESSIONALISM through an elite and diverse team of trained men and women.
· RESPECT for ourselves and others through our words and actions.
· INTEGRITY through adherence to standards and values that foster public trust.
· DEdiCATION to service.
· EQUALITY through fair and unprejudiced application of the law.
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The Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security and the Board of Firearm Permit Examiners are recommended for consolidation with the Department of Public Safety in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTs

DIVISION OF STATE POLICE

Sex Offender Registry
The department’s new and improved Sex Offender Registry System provides better monitoring of the State’s sex offender population and allows residents to track registered sex offenders in their area.  The web-based management tool improved collection of data required by the National Sex Offender Registry and makes it available to all state agencies responsible for the registration of sex offenders.  By using this application to track sex offenders, there will be little to no delay in new or updated information for both public and law enforcement access.  Additionally, the new registry allows for public access to the system.  Users will be able to log on to a community web portal to search for specific offenders, register to be notified by e-mail when an offender moves into their area, and use a mapping tool to view offenders residing within a specified radius of a given address.

New Trooper Class
On May 10, 2010, a class of 75 recruits commenced training at the Connecticut State Police Academy.  Those trooper trainees successfully completed the training curriculum and graduated in November 2010. 

DIVISION OF SCIENTIFIC SERVICES

In April 2010, the Forensic Laboratory, Phase III construction project was completed and the Toxicology and Controlled Substance Laboratory located in Hartford, transferred to Meriden.  The Phase III construction project provided the centralization of all forensic services for the State of Connecticut at the Mulcahy Complex in Meriden.  Currently, the Division of Scientific Services is preparing for the ASCLAD/ISO accreditation process to ensure the division’s three laboratories meet national standards in the Spring of 2011.
DIVISION OF FIRE, EMERGENCY AND BUILDING SERVICES 

Office of Statewide Emergency Telecommunications
The Office of Statewide Emergency Telecommunications is working on two linked projects.  The first is the Public Safety Data Network (PSDN), a high speed fiber optic network connecting all Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) in the State.  The PSDN, due to be completed during the first quarter of 2011, will support 9-1-1 service and the COLLECT system.    The second project is to replace the existing 9-1-1 system which is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain due to its age. Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG 9-1-1) provides voice emergency communications, as well as new services including text messages, photos and video.  NG 9-1-1 is scheduled for completion in May, 2012.
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