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Connecticut State University System

Agency Description XE "Connecticut State University"  
 

The four comprehensive universities of the CSU System are Central Connecticut State University (CCSU); Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU); Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) and Western Connecticut State University (WCSU).

The CSUS provides high-quality, active learning opportunities that are geographically and technologically accessible.

The majority of students attending the universities are in the traditional college-age range of 17 to 24.  However, non-traditional students who are age 25 and over are enrolled as well, an increasingly important part of the workforce.  For the fall of 2009, enrollment in the Connecticut State University System was 29,179 full-time equivalent students. 

A CSUS education leads to baccalaureate, graduate and professional degrees consistent with CSUS’s historical missions of teacher education and career advancement, including applied doctoral degree programs in education.
Energy Conservation Statement

CSUS is committed to sustainability, energy efficiency and conservation.  All four Universities continue to voluntarily participate in the Demand Response Initiative.  Currently, new construction of $5 million or more, or facility renovation projects projected to cost $2 million or more each, must meet or exceed compliance with LEED silver rating, or an equivalent standard.  We also consider the purchase of hybrid or alternative-fuel vehicles as older vehicles are replaced.  We maximize the use of our facilities to ensure their most effective and efficient operation whenever possible.

The Connecticut State University System is recommended for consolidation with the Board of Regents for Higher Education in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

The following programmatic and position descriptions are provided for informational purposes only.  For funding information refer to "The Connecticut State University Block Grant" program.

 XE "CSU83000 81101" Learning 

Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enable students meeting admissions criteria to obtain baccalaureate degrees, master’s degrees and other graduate degrees providing them with the competencies they need to succeed in employment and further study. 

Program Description

Educational activities are offered to enhance student learning. The universities offer curricula to prepare students for careers in education, business administration, nursing, social work, library science, engineering technologies and other professional career and field choices. Programs of study are also provided in the areas of the liberal and fine arts.

The process of learning involves faculty and student work in classes, laboratories and other learning situations and includes applied and basic research undertaken within a faculty member's regular workload.  To the extent that faculty members, whose primary responsibility is to teach, are involved in the administration of the academic departments, administrative costs are included in this program.

 XE "CSU83000 81102" Research 

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 10a-89 and 10a-98. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To expand knowledge by conducting applied research and other creative activities while maximizing the benefits of research for state citizens, businesses and schools. 

Program Description

The faculty of the Connecticut State University System are involved in research and creative activity to enhance learning.  Applied research activity predominates.  Expenditures under this program are supported primarily by externally funded grants made to individual faculty members or centers.

The benefits of research activities to citizens, businesses and schools are many and depend upon the types of research grants received.  Examples based on recent grant activity center around the STEM (science/technology/engineering/math) areas, and include funding for the expansion of the research and educational capacity of graduate programs that teach earth science students the techniques of field data analysis (maximizes benefits by preparing science teachers); grant funds to support basic scientific research to promote progress in the biological and physical sciences and strengthen the nation's scientific enterprise (benefits the state, businesses, and students by promoting careers in science and preparing graduates for employment in STEM areas, as well as future science teachers); and grant funding to work with the K-12 institutions to prepare students for lifelong learning, and in particular, employment in STEM areas.  Research funding also supports research for important social programs, such as the prevention of alcohol and substance abuse and violence against women and the study of climate change and environmental issues. 
 XE "CSU83000 81103" Public Service

Statutory Reference 

Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enhance non-instructional services to those external to the universities through special social, cultural and economic activities and services for individuals, businesses, industry and other groups.

Program Description

Public service has long been recognized as part of the mission of the Connecticut State University System and is a logical extension of the learners' community.   

Consulting and voluntary service, applied research, training programs, exhibits, plays, sports and concerts are means by which faculty and students share their expertise and render public service to the people of Connecticut.  A variety of centers and institutes have been established within the CSUS to carry out projects funded by the federal government or other external sources. 

Grants and contracts often provide the opportunity for students to be employed as junior members of a professional team applying academic knowledge to the real problems of society.  Such projects provide especially effective learning environments for students enabling them to have the kind of practical experiences future employers seek. 

Public service creates firmer relations between the universities and surrounding communities to the benefit of both parties. 

 XE "CSU83000 81104" Academic Support 

Statutory Reference

Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enhance the primary activities of learning, research and public service through support services that provide academic program management, access to equipment and materials, and opportunities for personal and professional growth of the faculty.

Program Description 

The Academic Support program embodies those activities that support the primary educational program through retention, preservation and display of materials or provide services that directly assist the academic functions of the institution.  Included are computer support, audio-visual services, academic administration, faculty and academic professional growth and clerical support for faculty. 

 XE "CSU83000 81105" Library 

Statutory Reference 

Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To ensure that students, faculty, staff and citizens are provided convenient access to library collections appropriate for the size and educational and research mission of the Connecticut State University System.  To ensure that such collections remain current through a regular and efficient program of replacement, acquisition and restoration.  Increasingly, libraries provide electronic access to full-text information sources.

Program Description 

Each of the libraries contains collections of books, periodicals and other media to support the academic program offerings of each campus.  There are also several collections to meet specialized needs:

· Young Library – Ancell School of Business at WCSU.
· Connecticut Studies at ECSU.
· Curricula laboratories for teacher preparation at the four universities and Polish American Archives at CCSU. 
 XE "CSU83000 81106" Student Services 

Statutory Reference

Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enhance a student's educational experience by providing a collegiate environment that offers social and cultural activities, with housing and food services financed primarily as self-supporting operations. 

Program Description 

The Student Services program comprises all activities related to students and includes such services as social and cultural development activities, counseling, career guidance and placement, financial aid administration, student admissions and records, student health services, cooperative education programs and child care. 

The Connecticut State University System through student fees currently provides:

· Housing for approximately 34% of the full-time students enrolled.

· Food Service Facilities accommodating both resident students and commuters.

· Student Centers that are the focal points of most student activities, including radio stations, student newspapers, bookstores and recreation areas and intercollegiate athletics. 

 XE "CSU83000 81107" Institutional Support 

Statutory Reference

C. G. S.  Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To operate the Connecticut State University System with effective management, long-range planning, and services to support faculty, staff and students. 

Program Description 

This program consists of activities that support the major functions of learning, academic support and student services.  These include: general management of the campuses, strategic planning, budgeting, academic planning and research, public information, fiscal operations, information technology operations, campus security and safety, and operations of the Connecticut State University System Office. 

 XE "CSU83000 81108" Physical Plant Operations and Maintenance 

Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To ensure a clean, safe and healthy environment for students, faculty, employees and visitors through regular and effective maintenance and upkeep of buildings and grounds. 

Program Description 

Four full-service universities maintain a total of 174 buildings/structures and 1,053 acres. Campuses provide housing, food service and student center facilities, classrooms, laboratories, offices and libraries.  

Master planning of physical facilities and capital outlay are incorporated in this program. 

 XE "CSU83000 81109" Scholarships and Fellowships  
Statutory Reference

C. G. S. Sections 10a-87, 10a-89 and 10a-99. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To ensure access to the Connecticut State University System by capable students who might otherwise be unable to attend because of financial barriers by providing financial assistance in the form of scholarships, loans and tuition and fee waivers. 

Program Description 

The Connecticut State University System provides financial aid in the form of tuition and fee waivers or refunds, scholarships, grants, loans and work-study programs.  Awards are financed from student tuition, state funds (Connecticut Aid to Public College Students and the Capitol Scholarship Program), federal funds (e.g., Pell grants) and loan repayments.  Awards are packaged to fit each student's needs.  Loans, as used here, do not include Guaranteed Student Loans financed through banks.

 XE "CSU83000 81111" Auxiliary Enterprises 

Statutory Reference 

Sections 10a-87 and 10a-89. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To furnish goods and services to students. 

Program Description 

The distinguishing characteristic of an auxiliary enterprise is that it is managed as an essentially self-supporting activity.  Examples are residence halls, food services, intercollegiate athletic camps and clinics, and telecommunications.

 XE "CSU83000 81110" the Connecticut State University Block Grant 

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Section 10a-87, 10a-99. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enable people with appropriate academic qualifications to obtain baccalaureate degrees, master’s degrees, sixth-year certificates or advanced graduate study and doctoral degrees.

To provide continuing education that will enable people to enhance personal and/or occupational skills. 

Program Description 

There are eight program elements in the Connecticut State University Block Grant.  These programs include:  Learning; Research; Public Service; Academic Support; Library; Student Services; Institutional Support and Physical Plant Operations and Maintenance.
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