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xe "Community-Technical College System"Agency Purpose

· To offer two-year associate degrees, transfer opportunities and short-term certificates, as well as skill-building and personal interest courses in more than 100 career-related areas.
· To serve undergraduates in Connecticut public higher education.  More than 55,000 credit students are enrolled each semester.  
· To provide programs of general study including remediation, general and adult education and continuing education.
The Regional Community-Technical Colleges is recommended for consolidation with the Board of Regents for Higher Education in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

Recent Highlights

· During academic year 2009-2010, credit enrollment at Connecticut’s community colleges grew by more than 10%, to 55,112 students, as full- and part-time students of all ages and circumstances chose a community college to meet their needs.  
· More than 21,000 students, or about 39%, studied full-time; 25,000 or 45% were under age 22, and about 19,000 or 34% were minority students.  More than two-thirds of all minority undergraduates enrolled in Connecticut public higher education in fall 2009 studied at one of the Connecticut community colleges.
· Student financial aid of more than $100 million – about two-thirds from Federal sources – provided opportunity to many who otherwise could not access higher education, while guaranteed admissions agreements with the Connecticut State University system, the University of Connecticut, and other institutions, significantly expanded opportunities for community college students to continue their educations at the four-year level.  
· Career programs in nursing and allied health, manufacturing, early childhood education, sustainable operations, engineering technologies and others continued to prepare highly qualified students for the state workforce, increasing the earning power of graduates as evidenced by data from the Connecticut Department of Labor, Connecticut Employment and Training Commission, and others.
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