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Board of Education and
Services for the Blind
http://www.ct.gov/besb
Agency Purpose XE " Education & Services for the Blind, Board of"  

· Provision of statewide comprehensive, community-based rehabilitative services to adults who are legally blind or deaf-blind, and children who are visually impaired, legally blind or deaf-blind to maximize inclusion and participation in education, employment and community activities.

· Public education, training and advocacy on matters pertaining to blindness.

· Delivery of specialized programs and services that enable agency constituents to achieve greater access to public information, public safety, job seeking and news media in accessible formats.

· Lending library of educational textbooks and materials in Braille and large-print for school districts to utilize.
Recent Highlights   

· For FY 2009, the registry for the agency grew to 12,166 clients. A total of 821 newly blind individuals were added to the registry, 572 of whom, or 70 percent, were age 65 or older.  Of that total number of new clients, 106 were children, bringing the total number of children on the registry to 1,071. 
· In total, nearly 27,000 hours of rehabilitative services were provided to consumers of the agency in FY 2009, reflecting an increase of more than 10% over FY 2008. 

· In FY 2009, the agency provided over 3,700 hours of direct Orientation and Mobility services to teach safe travel techniques to children and adults, an increase of over 23 percent from the prior year. 
· Purchased 339 Braille books and 746 large print books for school children and loaned an additional 98 Braille and 312 large print books through the agency library to students to enable them to fully participate in classroom learning.  The agency also added over 3,000 volumes to its lending library during the year.  There are now just under 50,000 catalogued volumes in one central location available at no cost to school districts and Connecticut’s students who are blind or visually impaired. 
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