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   Emergency Management & Homeland Security

Agency Purpose XE "emergency management and Homeland Security, dept of "  
The Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS) is charged with developing, administering and coordinating a comprehensive statewide emergency management and homeland security program that encompasses all human-made and natural hazards, and includes prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery components to ensure the safety and well-being of the citizens of Connecticut.  

Recent Highlights

· In 2009, DEMHS, working with other state agencies, including the lead agency, DPH, coordinated the state’s response to the H1N1 outbreaks, including: publishing weekly State of Connecticut H1N1 situation reports, conducting weekly multi-agency H1N1 meetings, and, as needed, state-wide conference calls with all local emergency management directors.

· DEMHS, in coordination with DPS, has implemented a state-wide emergency telephone notification system for use by state agencies and local public safety answering points (9-1-1 centers) to alert the public to immediate or impending emergency situations within their communities.

· DEMHS developed guidance for municipal adoption and use of a Very High Frequency (VHF) radio telecommunications system. This system allows for communicate between each of the municipalities within Connecticut.  The high band radio system contains five radio frequencies, each designated to one of five DEMHS Regions within the state. 

· The DEMHS Radiological Emergency Preparedness Unit conducted and led a hostile action exercise of the State Radiological Emergency Response Plan, as well as a host community exercise, in New Haven.

· DEMHS, in concert with the Coast Guard and the Area Maritime Security Council, facilitated the development of the Risk Mitigation Plan, which provides a five-year security road map for the three Connecticut ports. 
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