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The Department of Economic and Community Development develops and implements strategies to attract and retain businesses and jobs, revitalize neighborhoods and communities, ensure quality housing and foster responsible development in Connecticut’s towns and cities.  

DECD goals include:

· Coordinating the activities of all state agencies in advancing economic development opportunities;
· Fostering a productive business environment that enables businesses to succeed in the global economy;

· Advancing job creation and retention;

· Promoting, encouraging and implementing Responsible Growth principles and practices and regional cooperation;  
· Advocating on behalf of Connecticut’s business community;

· Marketing Connecticut to domestic and foreign businesses and workers and encouraging them to relocate to the state; and
· Strengthening and revitalizing neighborhoods and communities by stimulating the development of affordable housing opportunities for moderate-and low-income families and through the implementation of other quality of life investments. 
Recent Highlights 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
· Through the Manufacturing Assistance Act, DECD funded a total of 14 projects involving $23,882,448 in state funds, leveraging a total investment of $279,409,785.  These projects resulted in the retention of 8,718 jobs and the creation of 524 jobs in Connecticut. 
· As a part of the Enterprise Zone and Urban Jobs Program, DECD certified 58 companies; 6,297 jobs were retained and 928 new jobs were created. 
· DECD helped Connecticut companies with another tax credit under the Urban and Industrial Site Reinvestment (URA) Program, providing 6 projects with $190,000,000 in credits which will create 2,544 jobs, retain 1,756 jobs, and leverage $591,250,000 in private investment.
RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT
DECD was active in encouraging responsible growth and regional economic development cooperation through active collaboration with the state’s eight regional Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy working groups, the Regional Planning Association’s Mayors Institutes and the Community Builders Institute’s educational forums.  
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
Under the HOME program, the Affordable Housing and Housing Trust Fund programs and several other state housing programs, DECD executed contract awards totaling over $28.7 million for 19 projects in fiscal year 2009. These monies will finance the creation and preservation of more than 550 units of affordable housing across the state. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
· DECD administered 187 state community projects totaling over $106 million in state funding with 10 new projects totaling over $2 million and 48 contracts totaling over $20 million.

· DECD awarded $13 million in Federal Small Cities Block grants to 28 communities in fiscal year 2009.  
BROWNFIELDS
The Office of Brownfield Remediation and Development awarded grants to 5 communities totaling $2,225,000 under the first round of the Brownfield Municipal Pilot Program. 
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