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AGENCY PURPOSE  XE " Public health, Department of " 
· Protect the health and safety of the people of Connecticut.

· Actively work to prevent disease and promote wellness through education and programs such as prenatal care, newborn screening, immunizations, AIDS awareness, and supplemental foods.

· Monitor infectious diseases, environmental and occupational health hazards, and birth defects.

· Assure planning for and response to public health emergencies.

· Regulate health care providers such as health facilities, health professionals, and emergency medical services.

· Provide testing and monitoring support through the state laboratory.

· Collect and analyze health data to help plan policy for the future.

· Serve as the repository for all birth, adoption, paternity, marriage, and death certificates.

· Ensure the availability of a safe and adequate drinking water supply for Connecticut’s residents. 

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

· The DPH Local Health Administration Branch was awarded a "Vulnerable Populations Identification and Outreach Initiative for Emergency Planning" grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for pandemic influenza response. 

· The Home by One oral health initiative was successful in integrating its program into the existing state Maternal and Child Health infrastructure and also trained parents, non-dental providers and dental homes in advocacy and oral health.

· In FY 2009, the Office of Health Care Access (OHCA) completed its strategic planning process which allowed the office to  initiate planning and changes to its certificate of need (CON) statutes and regulations in response to changes in the industry and to streamline the CON process.   OHCA approved nearly 100 CONs and waivers in FY 2009 with an associated $345 million in capital expenditures.
· The DPH Tobacco Use and Prevention Program was awarded $6.8 million from the Tobacco Health and Trust Fund to conduct statewide initiatives targeting Connecticut residents through a counter marketing campaign and the Quit Line, youth through school-based prevention and cessation programs, and persons with mental illnesses.

· DPH won a highly competitive $3.75 million grant award to develop a federal Healthy Start program within the city of Hartford over the next five years. The goal of the grant is to reduce racial and ethnic perinatal health disparities.

· The DPH Drinking Water Section developed and implemented a program to utilize $19.5 million in federal funding made available to DPH for drinking water infrastructure improvement projects.  This funding was provided under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
· DPH partnered with the Department of Consumer Protection to implement a new licensing system in July, which allows physicians, dentists and nurses to renew their licenses on-line.
· Connecticut is the first state in the nation to fully automate its nursing home survey process.
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