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Department of Correction

 http://www.doc.state.ct.us/
Agency Purpose
To protect the public, protect staff, and provide safe, secure, and humane supervision of offenders with opportunities that support successful community reintegration.

Recent Highlights  XE " correction, Department of" 
cost savings efficiencies

The Department of Correction (DOC) was able to recommend to the Governor in November the closure of Webster Correctional Institution based on its ability to effectively and safely manage the inmate population. It will take approximately 8-10 weeks to close the level 2, minimum security facility, which opened in 1990. Two of the four facility housing units had already been closed.  The approximately 220 inmates can be absorbed into other level 2 and 3 facilities without burdening those facilities and compromising safety and security.
The Department closed buildings and housing units of some facilities, reduced the number of deputy wardens by 11, consolidated management staffing, reallocated resources within offender education and addiction services and reduced the number of motor vehicles assigned to the agency.
In collaboration with other agencies, the Maloney Center is implementing a computerized Learning Management System (LMS) to track and more efficiently provide distance based learning to staff. 

The Human Resources Unit
The Human Resources Unit worked collaboratively with other state agencies and participated in the Ergonomics Study and the 24/7 Scheduling Project, designed to prioritize and address staff health initiatives, improve workplace and personal health for Department employees and improve scheduling and payment of overtime. The Scheduling Project is expected to commence in CY 2010.

Management Information (MIS) and Fiscal Services 
MIS and Fiscal Services collaborated with Western Union to establish a new electronic deposit system for inmates to receive funds from family and friends saving staff time to process the money order and allowing the inmate to get his/her funds in a timelier manner.
As part of the increase in information sharing with law enforcement, MIS installed additional video conferencing units in 14 facilities and Parole and Community Service offices.  Since the units became operational, more than 3,000 video conferences have been held. Approximately 67% of parole hearings are now done through video conferencing.  
Parole and Community Services Division

The Parole and Community Services Division implemented the use of the Level of Service Inventory-Revised and Adult Substance Use Survey-Revised (LSI-R/ASUS-R) assessments to identify the likelihood of recidivism, identify criminogenic risks and needs, and match offenders to appropriate interventions.  The division uses results from these assessments to determine levels of supervision and program referrals to enhance public safety.
During FY 2009, 4,017 offenders were released to Transitional Supervision (TS) compared to 3,225 in FY 2008, a 25% increase. The number of persons released to parole rose to 2,737 in FY 2009 from 2,097 in FY 2008, a 31% increase. During the same period, the total violation rate for persons on community supervision decreased 12 percent. Criminal violation rates for all community supervision programs were six percent lower in FY 2009 than in FY 2008 after declining 33% the previous year. 

cell phone detection dog
As a major security enhancement, the DOC trained and put on-line the first cell phone detection dog in the Northeast, only the third state in the country to complete this. This specially- trained canine located seven cell phones within the prisons.
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