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Division of Criminal Justice

Agency Purpose xe "Criminal Justice, Division of"
The Division of Criminal Justice is constitutionally charged with the investigation and prosecution of all criminal matters in the Superior Court. Pursuant to Article 23 of the Connecticut Constitution, the Division's mission is to contribute to the due process of criminal law and to achieve justice. Article 23, enacted by the voters in 1984, established the Division as an Executive Branch agency and transferred it from the Judicial Branch. 

Recent Highlights

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INITIATIVES

The Division has received federal STOP Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) funds for its Domestic and Sexual Violence Investigation Kits program in which police officers in the field are provided with the training and resources necessary to completely and accurately document a domestic or sexual violence crime, leading to increased abuser accountability and victim safety.  The Division received Recovery Act VAWA funding to continue support for five dedicated domestic violence prosecutor positions.
OPERATIONAL REORGANIZATION

A new organizational structure has been implemented in the Office of the Chief State's Attorney which focuses on program areas and will enable the Division to draw upon the broad range of experience of prosecutors and inspectors.  Division personnel will have enhanced opportunities to develop and utilize their skills in several disciplines.

Under the reorganization, there are two Bureaus: the Financial Crimes Bureau which will be responsible for public integrity matters, elder abuse, environmental and other financial crimes, while the Violent Crimes Bureau’s jurisdiction includes the Leroy Brown, Jr., and Karen Clarke Witness Protection Program, cold cases, organized crime, domestic violence, narcotics and other violent crimes.

COLD CASE UNIT

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Cold cases over the past year included DNA cases (with support from a federal Solving Cold Cases with DNA grant award), physical evidence cases and eye witness accounts. Arrests were made for crimes including murder, sexual assault, kidnapping, and armed robbery.  The unit currently has 31 active cases, and case referral is at an all time high.  The success of the unit has engendered the creation of a new Cold Case Unit for New London County, in cooperation with the Groton, Norwich, Stonington, and Waterford Police Departments, and the New London State’s Attorney.
Tip Line

Established a toll-free "tip line" to allow the public to confidentially report allegations of corruption at the state and local levels of government which received over 200 calls in FY 2009. 

RECORDED CONFESSIONS
The division has implemented a pilot program for recording custodial interviews in major felony investigations.  Participating sites are the Bridgeport, Meriden, Southington and Waterford Police Departments, and the Department of Public Safety’s Eastern and Western District Major Crime Squads. 
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