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Central, Eastern, Southern & Western Connecticut State Universities

www.ctstateu.edu
Agency Purpose  xe "Connecticut state university system"
The four comprehensive universities of the Connecticut State University System (CSUS) provide affordable, accessible and high-quality learning opportunities, offering baccalaureate, graduate and professional programs in more than 160 subject areas. 

CSUS is making a difference everywhere in Connecticut as the state’s largest university system, with more than 36,000 students and 180,000 alumni. Central Connecticut State University (CCSU), Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU), Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) and Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) provide affordable, accessible and transformative higher education, cognizant of Connecticut’s workforce areas of high demand.  


Important facts about CSUS include:

· 93% of CSUS students are Connecticut residents.
· CSUS enrolls the largest share (40%) of all Connecticut residents who are pursuing a bachelor’s or graduate degree at all colleges, both public and private, in the state.
· 86% of CSUS graduates live and work in Connecticut after completing their degrees.
· 49% of students are first generation in their families to attend college.
50% of transfer students have attended a Connecticut Community College. 

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

ADMISSIONS, ENROLLMENT AND RETENTION
Full-time undergraduate and graduate enrollments are both at the highest level ever, and total enrollment, including full-time and part-time students, increased from 35,891 to 36,503. 

Applications for admission at the CSUS universities were up 11 percent for the current academic year, after increasing 18 percent over the previous four years.  Applications are up 20 percent since 2004.

Reflecting a strong commitment to improve the ease of transfer from Connecticut’s Community Colleges to CSUS institutions, a new Dual Admission program was developed that includes all 12 Connecticut Community Colleges and all four CSUS universities. It includes a joint advising component, to work with students who plan on transferring to a CSUS university after earning their associate’s degree. 

Slightly more than 75 percent of full time students received some form of financial aid, and 71 percent of all financial aid awarded was need-based.  Nearly 90 percent of all non-loan institutional aid awarded was need-based.
NEW PROGRAMS – MEETING NEW NEEDS
The Board of Governors for Higher Education licensed a program in Creative Writing leading to the Master of Fine Arts (MFA) degree at Southern, in Mathematics Education Leadership leading to a Sixth-Year Certificate at Central, in Civil Engineering leading to the Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree at Central, and in Journalism leading to the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree at Central.  

The Board of Governors also accredited a program in Mechanical Engineering leading to the Bachelor of Science degree and a Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) program leading to Certification in Mathematics, Science, Spanish, English, and Technology Education, both at Central.

Southern’s first group of students to enter the university’s new Accelerated Career Entry (ACE) program in nursing graduated and the second, larger, class began their studies this year. The intensive 12-month program, for individuals already possessing a bachelor’s degree, requires 900 hours of clinical experience as part of the academic program.  

Western began offering a Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) that provides non-traditional students with both a master’s degree and a teaching certification in one program.  The MAT is for candidates already holding a bachelor’s degree, and is a 42 credit program that can be completed in 15 months, helping to alleviate the state’s need for teachers in biology, math or Spanish in elementary schools. 

Southern launched a 12-credit graduate level certificate program in emergency and disaster management, responding to the need for emergency management training.

With the financial support of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Central initiated a year-long program to reach out to high school juniors with high potential in math and science to expose them to the potential of a career in aerospace engineering.  Students from Waterbury, New Britain, Hartford, Bloomfield and Bridgeport participated.
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