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cONNECTICUT sTATE lIBRARY
Preserving the Past, Informing the Future

http://www.cslib.org/

Agency Purpose XE "State Library"  
· Provide high-quality library and information services to state government and the citizens of Connecticut.

· Work cooperatively with related agencies and constituent organizations in providing those services.

· Preserve and make accessible the records of Connecticut’s history and heritage.

· Promote the development and growth of high-quality information services on an equitable basis statewide.

· Provide leadership and cooperative opportunities to the library, educational and historical communities in order to enhance the value of individual and collective service missions.

Recent HighlightS

RETIREMENTS AND REORGANIZATION

With nearly 19% of the State Library’s professional staff retiring in 2009, the agency responded by restructuring its operations. The State Library is also moving forward with plans to make more materials available on line and is enhancing its web presence.  
Archives & Public Records

$1,595,327 in grants was awarded to 151 municipalities supporting improvements in the preservation and management of historic documents across the state.  The Works Progress Administration (WPA) Art Inventory Project scanned the 1,300 black and white photographs of art produced under Connecticut’s Federal Art Project; finished compiling biographical files of the approximately 170 artists hired by the WPA; and completed and posted short biographies of the 170 artists on the State Library’s web site at www.wpa.cslib.org. 

CONSERVATION CONNECTION

Received a $40,000 grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services for a statewide planning process to identify the conservation needs of nearly 900 collecting institutions in Connecticut.  A statewide survey has been completed, a website (http://conservationct.org) designed and partnerships developed. 

ACCESS SERVICES
Digitized materials, including survey forms and photos, from the Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut are being made available town by town through the Library’s digital archive (http://cslib.cdmhost.com/custom/wpaarchsurv.php). 
Library Development  


   (http://ctwebjunction.org)
· iCONN - www.iconn.org -  searches 32 databases, including reQuest, the statewide library catalog, simultaneously. Residents and students viewed a full text article or other resource 9,594,885 times, a 7% increase over the previous year. 
· Downloadable Audios - The State Library implemented a new statewide downloadable audio books service made possible by a PEGPETIA grant from the Department of Public Utility Control.  The audio books collection is offered through iCONN and includes over 1,300 digital audio book titles. Titles can be downloaded  from http://connstatelib.myilibraryaudio.com/ to PC or Macs using a free plugin.  From a computer, the user may transfer titles to iPods and certain MP3 players for limited times. 
· Connecticard - The Connecticard program allows Connecticut citizens to use any library in the state with their hometown library card.  Use of this popular service increases every year with a record 4.6 million items borrowed in the last year.
· Public Library Construction - The State Library Board awarded and the State Bond Commission approved $8,883,615 in state bonds for 16 public library construction projects. 
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