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Office of the Child Advocate 


 XE "Child Advocate, Office of the" Agency Description 


The Office of the Child Advocate oversees the protection and care of Connecticut’s children and to advocate for their well-being.
In light of the current fiscal situation and the Governor’s efforts to streamline state government and return it to its core functions, this agency is recommended for elimination in the Governor’s budget.   In addition, the budget recommends the transfer of one position and funding for the Child Advocate to the Office of the Attorney General.
 XE "OCA41300 28221" Advocacy for Children

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Sections 46a-13k through 46a-13q
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

The mission of the Office of the Child Advocate is to oversee the protection and care of children and to advocate for their well-being and legal rights.

Program Description 

The Office of the Child Advocate has authority to:

· Evaluates the delivery of services to children by state agencies and state funded entities.

· Reviews the procedures of any state department providing services to children with a view toward their rights.

· Reviews complaints and investigates those where it appears that a child or family may be in need of assistance.

· Reviews facilities and procedures of any institution or residence where a juvenile has been placed by either the Family Division of Superior Court or the Department of Children and Families.

· Recommends changes in policies and procedures for dealing with juvenile problems and in the systems providing childcare, foster care and treatment to children.

· Reviews the number of special needs children in any foster care or permanent care facility, and recommends changes in policies and procedures for the placement of such children.

· Serves or designates a person to serve as a member of the child fatality review panel.
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