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Office of the Victim Advocate 

Agency Purpose XE " Victim Advocate, office of the "  
http://www.ova.state.ct.us/
Monitors and evaluates the provision of services to crime victims and the enforcement of victims’ rights in Connecticut.

· Receives complaints from crime victims regarding the violation of rights and provision of services and may investigate such complaints.

· Files a limited appearance in court proceedings to advocate for victims’ rights when it is alleged that such rights have been or are being violated when appropriate. 

· Advances policies throughout the state that promote the fair and just treatment of victims throughout the criminal justice process.

· Provides oversight and advocacy when the criminal justice system fails crime victims.

· Ensures that the voices of crime victims play a central role in Connecticut’s response to violence and those victimized by crime.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS  

Investigations
The Office of the Victim Advocate (OVA) successfully advocated for the passage of Public Act 08-84, An Act Concerning Protective Orders, which provided victims of certain sexual assault offenses the right to obtain a protective order through the criminal justice process. 
The OVA formed focus groups comprised of various agencies to study the current habeas structure in Connecticut and also to review the possibility of creating an exception to the Freedom of Information Act for the protection of crime victims’ privacy. 
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