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Office of State Ethics
Agency Purpose XE "state Ethics, Office of "  
http://www.ct.gov/ethics  
The Office of State Ethics (OSE) is an independent oversight agency for the State of Connecticut.  The OSE administers Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 10, Part I for Public Officials and Part II for Lobbyists, and has limited jurisdiction over Part IV, Ethical Considerations Concerning Bidding and State Contracting.  The mission of the OSE is to ensure honesty, integrity and accountability in state government through education, interpretation and enforcement of the State of Connecticut Codes of Ethics.

The OSE has four main functions:  education, interpretation, enforcement and records retention.  The OSE is charged with providing education to state employees, public officials, lobbyists and legislators on the Codes of Ethics.  The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (CEAB) is responsible for adjudicating cases brought under the Codes of Ethics as well as issuing advisory opinions – interpretations of the Codes as they apply to specific situations.  All investigation and prosecution matters are the responsibility of the Ethics Enforcement Officer.  The OSE is also statutorily obligated to receive process and maintain records of all lobbyist filings along with public official and state employee Statements of Financial Interests.

Recent Highlights
· Taped DVD training on Part I of the Code of Ethics, which is offered to state agencies free of charge and is also available via Web-streaming video.
· Produced new at-a-glance fact sheets and plain-language guides to the Codes for all regulated persons/entities.
· Reviewed and reorganized its web site.  

· Issued 14 Advisory Opinions from July 2007-July 2008, none of which were appealed; approximately 1,000 written staff opinions in the past fiscal year; and provided legal advice via the telephone on a daily basis, with an average of 26 calls answered per day.  

· Issued or received 31 complaints with corresponding investigations; held seven contested hearings and collected over $120,000 in penalties in FY2008.

· Completed and approved 61 audits of registered client and communicator lobbyists.
· Handled over 2,800 public official Statements of Financial Interests in paper and electronic form with 100% compliance with mandated filing.

· Responded to 39 requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act.
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