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Board of Education & Services for the Blind

Agency Purpose XE " Education & Services for the Blind, Board of"  
http://www.ct.gov/besb
· Provision of statewide comprehensive, community-based rehabilitative services to adults who are legally blind or deaf-blind, and children who are visually impaired, legally blind or deaf-blind to maximize inclusion and participation in education, employment and community activities.

· Public education, training and advocacy on matters pertaining to blindness.

· Delivery of specialized programs and services that enable agency constituents to achieve greater access to public information, job seeking and news media in accessible formats.

· Lending library of educational textbooks and materials in Braille and large-print for school districts to utilize.

Recent Highlights   

· In total, more than 24,000 hours of rehabilitative services were provided to consumers of the agency in fiscal year 2008, reflecting an increase of 3% over fiscal year 2007. Additionally, over 6,000 hours of outreach, consultation and public education services were provided to educators, community providers, employers and vending locations in fiscal year 2008.

· With a goal of providing timely services to consumers and reducing staff travel time, the agency pilot model for centralized service has grown to a successful program that has provided 300 services, with 358 adaptive aids dispensed since implementation. BESB consumers are now able, on a regular basis, to combine several valuable services in just one visit to the agency.  

· Specialized services to children dramatically increased in fiscal year 2008.  Orientation and mobility instruction increased by 19% in 2008.  In 2008, there was a 45% increase in the area of adaptive technology.  Rehabilitation teaching saw an increase of 83% in 2008.  

· Through the provision of vocational rehabilitation services, in 2008, a total of 127 individuals achieved successful employment outcomes, an increase over the previous year of 9.5%. 
· The agency purchased 547 Braille books and 792 large print books for school children and loaned an additional 126 Braille and 350 large print books through the agency library to students to enable them to fully participate in classroom learning.  Also in the last year, the agency added over 3,000 volumes to its lending library.  There are now over 46,000 volumes available at no cost to Connecticut’s students who are blind or visually impaired.
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