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State Elections Enforcement Commission

Agency Purpose  XE "Elections Enforcement Commission" 
http://www.ct.gov/seec/ 
The Elections Enforcement Commission seeks to improve public confidence in the electoral process and in those officials who seek or hold a public office.  The Commission seeks to achieve this objective by focusing on the following core functions:
· Monitor compliance with elections and campaign finance laws.
· Conduct investigations of complaints concerning possible violations of the state laws governing elections, primaries, and referenda.
· Audit financial disclosure statements filed by state, district and municipal candidates for public office; political parties; and political action committees.
· Render formal and informal advisory opinions and rulings.
· Conduct educational seminars, and publish explanatory guides to enhance compliance with the campaign finance laws.

Recent Highlights  

· Implemented new electronic Campaign Finance Reporting System for candidates, PACS, and Political parties. 275 committees filed their July, 2008 reports electronically.  

· Completed first year of full implementation of Campaign Finance filing repository function. Compliance with timeliness requirements for reporting increased by 250%.
· Created new campaign forms for candidates participating in the Citizens’ Election Program. 

· Achieved 100% candidate participation rate in Citizens’ Election Program in connection with 3 special elections for General Assembly.
· Estimated 75% participation rate in Citizens’ Election Program in connection with 2008 primaries and election for Connecticut General Assembly.
· Issued $908,837 in campaign grants to candidates from Citizens’ Election Fund in FY2008.
· Prepared numerous publications and other educational materials explaining comprehensive revisions to campaign finance laws.
· Conducted workshops and training sessions to facilitate understanding of new campaign finance laws, and e-filing system.

· Promulgated regulations for 2008 elections for Citizens’ Election Program. 
· Issued financial report concerning status of Citizens’ Election Fund.

· Issued numerous written advices concerning application of comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation.
· Completed agency reorganization to ensure successful implementation of comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation.  
· Collected approximately $68,000 in fees and forfeitures for violations of election laws.

· Provided significant legal support to defense of laws being challenged in Federal Court.
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