Budget Summary

Budget Summary


[image: image1.jpg]


Emergency Management & Homeland Security 

Agency Purpose XE "emergency management and Homeland Security, dept of "  
http://www.ct.gov/demhs/ 
The Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS) is charged to develop, administer and coordinate a comprehensive statewide Emergency Management and Homeland Security Program that encompasses all human-made and natural hazards, and includes prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery components to ensure the safety and well-being of the citizens of Connecticut.  
Recent Highlights   

· The Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security continued to promote a regional approach to all-hazards planning and response. Working in partnership with the Regional Collaboration Subcommittee of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Coordinating Council (EMHSCC), DEMHS was successful in establishing, with proper governance, Regional Emergency Planning Teams (REPTs) in each of the five DEMHS regions.  
· The establishment of a toll-free tips line (866-HLS-TIPS). This allows the citizens of Connecticut a single point of contact to report suspicious incidents or suspected acts of terrorism. This toll free number is manned 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and 365 days a year, ensuring that someone will be available to answer the tips line. Tips necessitating a law enforcement response are forwarded to the Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) for investigation.  
· The Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security developed guidance for municipal adoption and use of a very high frequency (VHF) radio telecommunications system. This system is used to communicate with each of the municipalities within Connecticut.  The high band radio system contains five radio frequencies, each designated to one of five DEMHS Regions within the state. Each municipality is required by DEMHS to operate one base station on the assigned regional frequency for communications between that municipality and the DEMHS Regional Office during emergency situations, when this type of telecommunications becomes necessary.  In certain operations, interoperability is required for handling major emergency situations for adjacent municipalities. This radio system may be used as the vehicle for achieving that necessary non-routine interoperability. Since November 2006, the High Band Radio System’s operational capability has risen from 24% to 98%. The State’s interoperable communications capabilities have also been enhanced by the ICALL/ITAC system and the deployment of Statewide Tactical On-Scene Communications Systems (STOCS) boxes across the state.
· DEMHS continues to do extensive outreach to the non traditional first responders by holding regional seminars to enforce the importance of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) and the Incident Command System (ICS) and to ensure buy-in to the concepts. NIMS and ICS have been incorporated into the Fire, Police and EMS recruit and refresher trainings. DEMHS training staff is currently working on distance learning, webinars and video conference training to reach a larger audience and reduce the financial burden on agencies. During FY07, DEMHS conducted 229 direct deliver programs within Connecticut. 
· During the past year, DEMHS has used a number of types of media to educate the general public on Emergency Preparedness. The campaign included newsprint, radio, television, and internet in both English and Spanish. 
· DEMHS and the Connecticut State Department of Education (SDE) in cooperation with the National Weather Service (NWS) and federal agency partners are currently installing NOAA Public Alert Radios in every public school in Connecticut.   These radios are part of the DEMHS and SDE continuing effort to provide the best possible warnings to Connecticut’s schools in the event of severe weather or other emergencies. 
· DEMHS, in partnership with the Department of Information Technology, developed a WebEOC application for the State of Connecticut.  WebEOC is a web-based communication and information sharing tool for emergency planning response and recovery.  This technology is used in 28 states, including all but one New England state.  To date, all DEMHS staff has been trained to use WebEOC, and over 100 state agency and private sector personnel have also been trained.  Preliminary training was also provided for Millstone employees and local emergency managers in the surrounding Millstone communities.  
· Recently, the Grants Services Branch within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from FEMA Region 1 conducted a financial review of several preparedness grants. DEMHS received a strong letter of approval, noting the skill and expertise of relevant staff “which have stood up a department in a relatively short period of time that demonstrates an evolution and maturity beyond many longstanding organizations.” 
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