Budget-in-Brief

Budget-in-Brief


[image: image1.wmf]Department of Public Health

AGENCY PURPOSE

· Protect the health and safety of the people of Connecticut.

· Assure the provision of a safe and adequate public drinking water supply for Connecticut’s residents.
· Actively work to prevent disease and promote wellness through education and programs such as prenatal care, newborn screening, immunizations, AIDS awareness, and supplemental foods.

· Monitor infectious diseases, environmental and occupational health hazards, and birth defects.

· Assure planning for and response to public health emergencies.

· Regulate health care providers such as health facilities, health professionals and emergency medical services.

· Provide testing and monitoring support through the state laboratory.

· Collect and analyze health data to help plan policy for the future.

· Serve as the repository for all birth, adoption, paternity, marriage, and death certificates.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Government Efficiency and Performance
· DPH continues to build the state’s public health infrastructure to provide full-time health services to Connecticut residents. With 80 health departments/ districts: 52 that are full-time and 28 that are part-time, Connecticut now has full-time health services serving 93 percent of the population (3,285,455 people).

· The programming and schematic design phases for the new Public Health Laboratory in Rocky Hill have been completed.  This $88 million project is on schedule for completion in early 2011.
· Awarded 22 grants-in-aid totaling $9.84 million to stem cell researchers in Farmington, Storrs and New Haven, including the first award to a private company.  DPH also completed the third round reviews of Biomedical Research proposals.  Six researchers received a total of $1,718,860.
· To date, 439 laptop computers have been deployed to Emergency Medical Services (EMS) as part of the Statewide EMS Data Collection Project.

· Launched the Connecticut Electronic Disease Surveillance System to manage mandatory disease reporting and a new electronic verification of vital events module.

· The Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control program provided online lead refresher training courses for Code Enforcement Officials.  This training replaced standard classroom training sessions.

· The DPH Radon Program implemented reporting requirements for ‘DPH-listed’ radon mitigation contractors in January 2007.  In FY08, radon mitigation contractors reported reducing elevated radon levels in 2,181 Connecticut homes.

· Connecticut is among one of the leading states in the country with at least 99.1% of the State’s population served by community public water systems that provides drinking water, meeting all applicable health-based drinking water standards.
· DPH participated with Connecticut’s drinking water industry to establish CTWARN, a water/wastewater agency response network that allows water and wastewater systems in Connecticut to receive rapid mutual aid from other systems in the state to restore facilities damaged by natural or man-made incidents.

· A competitive re-procurement for WIC services statewide, initiated late in 2006, resulted in improvement in program efficiency and in the delivery of quality nutrition services.  Five areas were consolidated to decrease administrative costs while providing a comparative increase in resources for direct nutrition services and benefit delivery to WIC clients.

Public Health Preparedness

· Finalized the DPH Pandemic Influenza Operational Plan and submitted it for federal review.  As part of this effort, DPH coordinated the submission of state agency Continuity of Operations Plans.

· Published “Preparing Connecticut State Agency Workers and Workplaces for Continued Operation during an Influenza Pandemic” and “Guidance for the Operation of Fever Check Stations During an Influenza Pandemic.”
· The DPH Mass Dispensing Task Force completed revisions to the Mass Dispensing Toolkit in January 2008. The toolkit represents a major milestone in the operational aspects of mass dispensing.

· Designed and distributed Emergency Care Guidelines to more than 4,500 licensed child daycare facilities and youth camps. Eight regional forums were held on emergency planning for child care providers and approximately 360 representatives of the child care facilities attended.
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