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Commission on child protection
Agency Purpose 
http://www.ct.gov/ccpa 
Pursuant to C.G.S. §46b-123c, d & e, the Commission on Child Protection’s purpose is to improve the system for the provision of legal services and guardians ad litem to children and indigent respondents in family matters in which the state has been ordered to pay the cost of such services and in proceedings before the superior court for juvenile matters.

The Commission is also required to ensure that attorneys providing legal services pursuant to this section are assigned to cases in a manner that will avoid conflicts of interest, as defined by the Rules of Professional Conduct, and in a manner consistent with the Standards of Practice. 

The Commission is required to establish and implement training, practice and caseload standards for the representation of children and indigent respondents in juvenile and family courts.

Recent Highlights
Model Child Welfare Law Office Pilots

· Issued RFP for a Multi-Disciplinary Model for providing legal representation to children in juvenile matters cases.

· Awarded contacts to two pilots, New Haven Legal Aide in New Haven and Southeastern Connecticut Center for Juvenile Justice in Waterford.

Established Child Welfare Law Specialty Certification Program 
· Initiated and facilitated recognition of Child Welfare Law as a Legal Specialty under the Rules of Professional Conduct.

· Assisted the National Association of Counsel for Children in achieving recognition by the Judicial Branch Rules Committee as the authorized certification body in Connecticut.

· Granted 45 Scholarships to Juvenile Contract Attorneys to apply to the NACC for Certification as a CWLS.
Caseload Standards
The Chief Child Protection Attorney’s contract allows attorneys to decline cases if they feel their current workload prohibits them from meeting their professional obligations to a new client.  CCPA has added a net of approximately 13 new attorneys, helping to reduce caseloads.
Attorney Assessment/Application Review
Processed and reviewed over 230 contract applications. Denied contracts to new applicants who were not qualified and to existing contract attorneys who did not meet Standards of Practice.

Mentoring Program
The Mentor Program has been enhanced to include assigning the Mentor as co-counsel with the new attorney on the first 2 cases assigned to the new attorney.  This ensures an opportunity for hands on coaching in every aspect of a child protection case and that the client also has an experienced attorney assisting with the representation.
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