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University of Connecticut

 XE "University of Connecticut" Agency Purpose                                                                                                                                     http://www.uconn.edu 

· Founded in 1881, the University of Connecticut serves as the flagship for public higher education and the primary doctoral degree granting public institution in the state, and is dedicated to excellence demonstrated through national and international recognition. 

· Through freedom of academic inquiry and expression, creates and disseminates knowledge by means of scholarly and creative achievements, graduate and professional education, and outreach. 

· Through a focus on teaching and learning, helps every student grow intellectually and become a contributing member of the state, national, and world communities.  

· Through research, teaching, service, and outreach, embraces diversity and cultivates leadership, integrity, and engaged citizenship in the University’s students, faculty, staff, and alumni.  

· As the state’s flagship public university, and as a land and sea grant institution, promotes the health and well being of Connecticut’s citizens through enhancing the social, economic, cultural, and natural environments of the state and beyond.  
Recent Highlights 
Ranking
For the ninth consecutive year, the University of Connecticut was named the top public university in New England in U.S. News & World Report: America’s Best Colleges.  The 2007 report ranked UConn 24th among 164 public American universities with national reputations.

freshmen Enrollment
In Fall 2007, 28,667 students were enrolled in degree credit programs at 11 Schools and Colleges at the Storrs campus, the regional campuses (Avery Point, Stamford, Torrington, West Hartford, and Waterbury), School of Social Work in West Hartford, School of Law and School of Business SS&C Technologies Financial Accelerator in Hartford, and Schools of Medicine and Dental Medicine and graduate programs at the Health Center in Farmington.  The enrollment represents the largest number of students ever at the University.  

Freshmen applications to UConn have risen dramatically, from 10,809 for Fall 1995, to 14,677 for Fall 2002, to 22,355 for Fall 2007. 
More than 4,300 new freshmen, including 135 high school valedictorians and salutatorians, and more than 900 new transfers joined the UConn community in Fall 2007.  At all of UConn’s campuses, 78 percent of the new freshmen were Connecticut residents, and 22 percent were from minority groups.  
Student Retention
Student retention continued to be remarkably high, with 93% of all freshmen and 91% of minority freshman at Storrs remaining for their sophomore year.  Six-year graduation rates at Storrs ranked UConn 21st among 58 public research universities for all freshmen (with a rate of 74%) and 20th out of 58 for minority freshmen (a rate of 68%).  The Educational Policy Institute awarded UConn the Outstanding Retention Program Award in 2006.
Degrees Conferred
More than 6,650 degrees were conferred in FY 2006-07 for completions of undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs at the Storrs, regional and Health Center campuses.  The 4,354 bachelor’s degrees and the 339 doctoral degrees were the highest numbers of baccalaureates and doctorates awarded in any year of the University’s history.  Since its founding in 1881, the University has conferred more than 228,500 degrees.  
Research Grants
UConn research and training grants exceed $180 million each year from federal agencies, including U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and many others, and from such prestigious private entities as the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Donaghue Medical Research Foundation, the Ford Foundation, and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.  The Storrs campus has approximately 70 active centers and institutes involved in research and graduate education.  A small sampling of the centers includes the following: Biotechnology/Bioservices Center, Booth Engineering Center for Advanced Technology, Center for Environmental Sciences and Engineering, Center for Health/HIV Intervention and Prevention, Center for Public Health and Health Policy, Center for Regenerative Biology, Center for Survey Research and Analysis, Connecticut Sea Grant College Program, Institute of Materials Science, Marine Sciences and Technology Center, National Undersea Research Center, and Roper Center for Public Opinion Research.
Increase fulltime Faculty

The University is implementing a 5 year plan to add 175 faculty positions.  During SFY ’06 through SFY ’08 inclusive, 100 will have been added through a variety of funding methods including additional state funding.  Increasing full-time faculty is anticipated to achieve four goals: enhance the quality of the student experience, further the state’s economic growth through research and workforce development, solidify the University’s growing national reputation, and maximize the investment of parents and all taxpayers by ensuring that students can graduate in four years.
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