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· Support school districts with leadership, curriculum, research, planning, evaluation, education technology data analyses and other assistance as needed.

· Distribute funds to school districts through 26 grant programs, including Education Cost Sharing – (by far the largest grant to districts) at $1.8 billion.

· Operate the 18 technical high schools, a system that serves 10,000 full-time high school and adult day students with comprehensive education and training in 36 occupational areas and 5,000 adult apprenticeship students.
· Assess the achievements of students and schools through statewide testing, strategic school profiles and reporting on the condition of education.

· Ensure the quality of teachers by testing teacher candidates, supporting and assessing beginning teachers and providing professional development opportunities.
· Work with local school districts to improve student achievement.



	



MAJOR PROGRAM AREAS

(BASED ON FY2007 BUDGET)
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Recent Highlights 

governor’s education initiative

Early Childhood 

Participated in the implementation of comprehensive Early Childhood Readiness Initiative, including the work of the Early Childhood Education Cabinet. The Cabinet advises the Commissioner of Education on policies and initiatives to meet goals for school readiness and it is to conduct a statewide longitudinal evaluation of the school readiness program. The Department is developing a kindergarten readiness assessment tool and transition standards from preschool to kindergarten.  

High School Reform

The State Board has formed a study committee that has been working to make recommendations on restructuring Connecticut’s high schools.  These recommendations will go to the State Board of Education this fall and then to the Connecticut General Assembly for proposed legislation in the 2008 session 

No Child Left Behind/State Accountability 

Under new legislation, the State Board of Education and the Commissioner have been assigned new authority to intervene in schools and districts that have been engaged in corrective action for several years, but have not seen improvement. The Commissioner has begun work with the local leadership in 12 districts to initiative school reforms.  The State Department of Education has been reorganized to facilitate this work with a Division of School Accountability and systems to provide technical support and assistance.  
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