Budget Summary
Budget Summary


[image: image1.png]


Public Defender Services Commission
 XE "Public Defender Services Commission" Agency Purpose 
http://www.ocpd.state.ct.us/ 

· Ensure the constitutional administration of criminal justice within the state criminal court system, by maintaining a public defender office at all juvenile and adult court locations throughout the state.

· Provide legal representation to indigent accused children and adults in criminal trials and appeals, extradition proceedings, habeas corpus proceedings arising from a criminal matter, delinquency and juvenile post-conviction matters, Psychiatric Security Review Board cases and post-conviction petitions for DNA testing.
· Provide social work services to clients for referrals to alternative pre-trial programs and sentencing alternatives to incarceration and to assist them in addressing personal and social problems to prevent recidivism within the criminal justice system.

· 
Contribute to public safety initiatives by participation in the development of specialized programs that reduce violence, homelessness and recidivism including Domestic Violence Courts, Community Courts, Diversionary Programs, Drug Intervention, Alternatives to Incarceration and Team Child.

· Provide a balanced perspective within the criminal justice community by participation on state policy boards, task forces, and committees involved in addressing criminal and juvenile justice issues.

· Fulfill the State’s constitutional obligation to provide counsel for indigent accused in a professional, effective and cost efficient manner.

Recent Highlights 
Connecticut Innocence Project

The Division established the Connecticut Innocence Project as a volunteer program in 2005 for the purpose of assisting individuals wrongfully convicted of crimes that they did not commit. In 2007, the Project became a permanent Unit of the Public Defender Services Division with the addition of four new positions in the FY2008-2009 Biennium.  Based upon strict criteria, cases are reviewed and proceedings are initiated if new evidence exists to establish that the person is actually innocent of the crime for which they were sentenced.  
Innocence Project staff are currently reviewing approximately 200 requests for assistance from incarcerated persons in Connecticut.  
Computerized Electronic Evidence training
The Division is expanding the use of computerized electronic evidence presentation techniques in the courtroom. With the addition of a Training Specialist and essential equipment, the Agency’s Training Department will provide training in case management and electronic evidence presentation to those offices involved in serious felony and capital case trials. Training will eventually be expanded to all public defender offices.
DIRECTOR OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY DEFENSE

In 2006, the Public Defender Services Commission created the position of Director of Juvenile Delinquency Defense to coordinate and enhance the representation of children in delinquency matters on a statewide basis. The Director has continued to implement an expanded specialized juvenile delinquency training track for public defender staff, special public defenders, and the private bar and serves on multiple juvenile justice interagency and legislative task forces.  The Director also acts as a resource to legislators and policy makers on matters of important juvenile reforms such as “Raise the Age.”
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DOCKETS
Three additional attorneys will provide much needed assistance to the domestic violence dockets in Hartford, Waterbury, and New Haven.  These offices represent defendants in multiple specialty dockets. The Chief Public Defender serves on the Domestic Violence Docket Planning Committee with policy makers from other related agencies.  
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