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Office of the Victim Advocate 
Agency Purpose XE " Victim Advocate, office of the "  
http://www.ova.state.ct.us/
Monitors and evaluates the provision of services to crime victims and the enforcement of victims’ rights in Connecticut.

· Receives complaints from crime victims regarding the violation of rights and provision of services and may investigate such complaints.

· Files an appearance in court proceedings to advocate for victims’ rights when it is alleged that such rights have been or are being violated. 

· Advances policies throughout the state that promote the fair and just treatment of victims throughout the criminal justice process.

· Provides oversight and advocacy when the criminal justice system fails crime victims.

· Ensures that the voices of crime victims play a central role in Connecticut’s response to violence and those victimized by crime.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS  

iNVESTIGATIONS

The OVA opened formal investigations into a number of matters affecting crime victims’ rights including compliance with the law requiring judges to issue an advisement of crime victims’ rights in open court at arraignment hearings.

The OVA investigated several matters related to the supervision and oversight of offenders released on re-entry furloughs and other early release programs.  
The OVA initiated an investigation into compliance by superior court judges requiring them to issue a written order of restitution when certain steps have been taken by the crime victim. 

Guidebook for Connecticut Crime Victims

The OVA received funds representing a contribution made by women inmates at the York Correctional Institution to help pay the costs of creating and publishing a guidebook for Connecticut crime victims.  The contribution comes from the royalties based upon sale of a book entitled:  I’ll Fly Away:  Further Testimonies from the Women at York Prison. 
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