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Office of Protection and Advocacy 

for Persons with Disabilities

Agency Purpose XE "Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities, Office of" 
To protect and advance the civil and human rights of people with disabilities by:

· Investigating and exposing patterns of discrimination and abuse of rights.

· Pursuing legal and administrative remedies for violations of rights.

· Providing information, referral, technical assistance and training to help empower individuals and groups to effectively advocate for themselves.

· Working with advocacy groups, service systems and communities to develop effective safeguards against discrimination and abuse.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS  

· Conducted regional trainings to raise awareness and ensure people with disabilities are fully included in emergency preparedness planning.

· Continued monitoring of agreement settling litigation concerning rights of mentally ill inmates housed in maximum security environments.

· Investigated or monitored investigations of 1,160 allegations of abuse and neglect of adults with mental retardation, 13 of which involved investigating allegations that abuse or neglect led to death.

· Supported activities of the Fatality Review Board for Persons with Disabilities, including publication of selected investigation reports.

· Provided information, referrals and advice concerning rights and services to 8,457 people with disabilities and/or family members and associates.
· Provided individual case advocacy to 559 persons with disabilities who experienced difficulties exercising civil and legal rights.

· Provided technical assistance, training and support to 11 community-based disability advocacy organizations, distributed over 10,000 copies of self-help publications and provided training on various disability rights issues to 3,935 individuals.

· Significantly improved usefulness of website, updating and e-publishing self-help guides covering ten specific issue areas.

· Implemented interagency agreement with DDS, following new protocols for investigating, transmitting information and addressing instances of suspected abuse and neglect.
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