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Office of the Child Advocate

Agency Purpose  XE "Child Advocate, Office of the"  
http://ct.gov/oca
The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) is an independent state agency established in 1995 to protect the civil, legal and special rights of the children of Connecticut and to advance policies throughout the state that promote their well-being and best interests.  The mission of the Office of the Child Advocate is to oversee the protection and care of Connecticut’s children and to advocate for their well-being.  State law provides the OCA with access to any and all records pertaining to services or care provided to a child that may be necessary to intervene on behalf of that child.  

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS   

· Worked diligently to strengthen the transition planning and implementation for young people leaving DCF and going to DMHAS or DMR.  Advocated to ensure that DCF identifies children earlier, does better assessments of individualized needs, and more effectively communicates between agencies, schools and service providers.

· Focused on several areas of legislative advocacy and policy change, including mental health care, children with disabilities and complex medical conditions, children transitioning into adulthood, and issues involving both juvenile justice and juveniles placed in the adult correctional system.

· Continued efforts on behalf of children with disabilities and complex medical conditions.  The agency will continue to work to help families get better access to more home and community based services in order to help children remain at home.

· Member of the Juvenile Jurisdiction Implementation and Planning Committee.  The office worked to help pass PA 07-4, beginning January 1, 2010, that will allow sixteen and seventeen year olds to have their charged offenses adjudicated in juvenile court.

· Continued to oversee activities at Riverview Hospital and participated with DCF and the Juan F. Court Monitor on a joint investigation of Riverview.  A monitor, under the auspices of OCA, was named to oversee the implementation of a corrective action plan at the hospital.
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