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Judicial Branch

Branch XE "Judicial Department"  Purpose 
http://www.jud.ct.gov/
· To resolve disputes involving civil or personal rights and to adjudicate criminal cases in a fair, timely and open manner. 

· To maintain secure and safe conditions in courthouses and other Judicial Branch facilities.

· To create and sustain a full range of alternatives to incarceration for both pre- and post-conviction adult and juvenile populations.

· To advocate for victims of crime and arrange for or provide services and financial compensation.

· To effectively resolve family and interpersonal conflicts through a comprehensive program of negotiation, mediation, evaluation and education.

· To provide safe and secure custody, treatment and rehabilitative services for children and families through the juvenile justice system.
· To enforce, review and adjust child support orders.

· To monitor and supervise persons who have been placed on probation.
Recent highlightS 

Public Service and Trust Commission
The Chief Justice established the Commission on Public Service and Trust made up of a diverse panel of forty-two individuals.  The Commission is charged with creating a strategic plan to guide the Judicial Branch in the coming years.  In preparing the plan, the Commission has been asked to:  
· Examine the public’s perception of the state judicial system, 
· Conduct scientifically-valid opinion research to determine the level of satisfaction of people who use the court system, 
· Hold public hearings throughout the state to obtain citizen input, and 
· Conduct focus groups of court personnel, lawyers, and others who are involved with the court system.
The goal of the Commission is to improve the services that the Branch provides to the public and to enhance public trust. 
Criminal Information on the Judicial Website
The Judicial Branch took a significant step in increasing public access to criminal case information by posting daily criminal docket information and pending criminal case information on its Website.  The Judicial Branch is currently working on the programming and other changes that are necessary to post all publicly-disclosable criminal conviction information on the website to be available by spring 2008.   
Public Access Task Force
The following recommendations that were made by the Judicial Branch’s Public Access Task Force in September 2006 have been implemented:
· Established the Judicial Media Committee which held its first meeting on March 1, 2007.  Subcommittees have been formed and are actively meeting.  

· Established a two-year pilot program for enhanced media coverage of criminal court proceedings as contained in new practice book rules approved by the judges effective January 1, 2008.  The Hartford Judicial District has been designated as the location for this pilot program.  
· Expanded electronic access to Supreme and Appellate Court proceedings as approved by the justices and judges effective June 1, 2007.
· Opened up various Judicial Branch meetings to members of the public.  The Committees’ members and notices, agendas and minutes of the meetings are now available on the Judicial Branch website. 
Juvenile Jurisdiction Planning and Implementation Committee 
The Judicial Branch worked closely with the Juvenile Jurisdiction Planning and Implementation Committee to conduct a study of the issues implicated by an increase in the age of juvenile jurisdiction to age eighteen.  This work resulted in a final report with many of the recommendations included in Public Act 07-4 which raises the age of juvenile jurisdiction effective January 1, 2010.  Due to the significant impact on many of the Judicial Branch’s operations, the Branch will continue to dedicate considerable staff resources to this effort.  
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