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Office of Health Care Access

Agency Purpose  XE "Health Care Access, office of"   
http://www.ct.gov/ohca
The Office of Health Care Access (OHCA) is statutorily responsible for the oversight and coordination of certain health system planning for the state. The mission of OHCA is to ensure that the citizens of Connecticut have access to a quality health care delivery system.  The agency fulfills its mission by advising policy makers of health care issues; assisting in health system planning while limiting excess system capacity and ensuring accessible health care; designing and directing health care system development. 
OHCA’s responsibilities include:

· Collection, analysis, and reporting of health care data

· Monitoring health care costs

· Administering the Certificate of Need (CON) program

· Providing analysis for administration of the Uncompensated Care Program

· Implementation and oversight of health care reforms enacted by the General Assembly.
Recent HighlightS

Publications and Reports

In accordance with Public Act 05-280, OHCA presented to the General Assembly the Report of the Committee to Examine Hospital Inpatient Behavioral Health Bed Capacity for Children.  This report examines access to and availability of inpatient acute behavioral health care beds for children and adolescents in Connecticut and recommends increasing the number of pediatric beds in Mental Health Region 5. 

OHCA also published an analysis of the characteristics of Uninsured Hospitalizations in Connecticut in order to better understand this patient population and the associated costs to patients and hospitals.

Health Insurance accessibility
With federal funds awarded to OHCA from the federal Health Resources and Services Administration, the agency continued its examination of access to health insurance coverage, conducting telephone surveys of Connecticut households, employers, and two groups at high risk for being uninsured – Hispanic adults and young adults from age 19 to 29.  Findings from these surveys were published in early 2007.

CertificateS of Need
OHCA saw three major trends in recent Certificate of Need activity: 1) increases in applications for the acquisition of new and replacement imaging equipment by hospitals and physician practices; 2) the termination of hospital-based services and re-establishment of those services in community-based settings; and 3) major hospital renovation projects.
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