Freedom of Information Commission 

 XE "Freedom of Information Commission" AGENCY DESCRIPTION 

The Freedom of Information Commission is charged with ensuring that the people of Connecticut have access to the records and meetings of all public agencies and that all public agencies fully comply with the Freedom of Information Act. 

 XE "FOI13700 29300" administration and enforcement of the state’s Freedom of Information Act  

Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Section 1-200 et seq.; P.A. 04-204, §11
Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To ensure that the people of Connecticut have access to the non-exempt records and meetings of all state, local and regional public agencies and to ensure that all public agencies fully comply with the state’s Freedom of Information Act.
Program Description

The major activities of the Commission are as follows:
Hear and decide citizen complaints and requests for declaratory rulings by means of a speedy and inexpensive process designed for use by laypersons. The objective of this activity is to resolve cases fairly, quickly and inexpensively. To this end, the commission attempts to resolve as many cases as possible without formal hearings by use of ombudsmen (mediators) and its statutory powers to terminate merit-less cases.  
Inform and educate public officials and the public of their rights under the Freedom of Information Act, provide information to legislators and other policy-makers and introduce and comment on proposed legislation. The objective is not only to inform and educate people so that they understand their rights and obligations, but, by providing these services, to minimize the potential for disputes, thereby reducing the rate of growth in formal complaints to the commission.  In addition, the Commission held its annual conference in April, offered numerous workshops and provided speakers throughout the state. The Commission has provided an annual average of 55 workshops and speakers in the past five calendar years, including a projected 63 in calendar year 2006. It responds to thousands of written and oral inquiries.  It publishes and distributes current versions of the Freedom of Information Act and other literature about the act and the commission.  It has established a popular interactive website www.state.ct.us./foi/, on which its decisions can be researched and downloaded. It sponsors symposia and studies concerning the Freedom of Information Act, compliance with that law and privacy rights. The commission is actively involved in policy initiatives and projects with other agencies concerning privacy, information technology and public records administration. It also works cooperatively with statutorily authorized local Freedom of Information advisory boards and others who act as Freedom of Information liaisons for municipalities, school districts and state agencies. 
Represent the commission, through staff counsel, in all court appeals and other litigation affecting the commission. The objective of this activity is for staff counsel to advise the commission and present the commission’s legal position in court fully, competently and creatively so that its decisions and interests are upheld. 

