Budget Summary

Budget Summary


[image: image1.jpg]


Office of State Ethics
Agency Purpose XE "state Ethics, Office of "  
http://www.ct.gov/ethics  
The Office of State Ethics (OSE) is an independent oversight agency for the State of Connecticut.  The OSE administers Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 10, Part I for Public Officials and Part II for Lobbyists.  The mission of the OSE is to ensure honesty, integrity and accountability in state government through education, interpretation and enforcement of the State of Connecticut Codes of Ethics.

The OSE has four main functions:  education, interpretation, enforcement and records retention.  The OSE is charged with providing education to state employees, public officials, lobbyists and legislators on the Codes of Ethics.  The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (CEAB) is responsible for hearing issues regarding the Codes of Ethics as well as issuing advisory opinions – interpretations of the Codes as they apply to specific situations.  All investigatory matters are the responsibility of the Ethics Enforcement Officer.  The OSE is also statutorily obligated to receive, process and maintain records of all lobbyist filings along with public official and state employee Statements of Financial Interests (SFIs).

Recent Highlights
Training

· Provided in-person training on Parts I and II of the Code of Ethics to over 2,270 participants.  

· Debuted an interactive online training for state employees,  Over 2,100 individuals made use of this tool in its first 4 months of availability.  The entire program was produced at no cost to the state.

Publications and the website

· Transmitted a monthly electronic newsletter to each state agency’s ethics liaison officer.

· Rolled out the first “Are You Lobbying?” education campaign.  

· Set up 19 lobbyist data reports for the general public and the media.  Included is the “Top 10 Lobbyists” report.

· Produced 7 plain-language guides to the Codes for various regulated persons, these are available on the agency’s website.

· Posted advisory opinions to the website which are now indexed by topic.

Standards and Protocols

· Established Standards and protocols for the Enforcement Division. The Enforcement Division established and set protocols for the audits of lobbyists. 
On-Line Registration and filing

· Implemented the online lobbyist registration application. 

· Resolved online filing functionality for the Statements of Financial Interests (SFIs).   

· Processed approximately 3,000 SFIs in paper and electronic form, and per Public Act No. 07-201, handled the same number of newly-mandated SFI supplementary forms in August 2007.  
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