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Office of State Ethics
Agency Description   XE "Ethics Commission"  

The Office of State Ethics (OSE) is an independent oversight agency for the State of Connecticut, established by Public Act 05-183, which took effect on July 1, 2005.  The OSE administers and enforces Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 10, Part I for Public Officials and Part II for Lobbyists.  The mission of the OSE is to ensure honesty, integrity and accountability in state government through education, interpretation and enforcement of the State of Connecticut Codes of Ethics.

 XE "ETH13600 13022" Codes of Ethics for Public Employees and Lobbyists 

Statutory Reference
Public Act 05-183; Connecticut General Statutes Chapter 10, Part I and Part II
Statement of Need and Program Objective
The OSE administers and enforces the state’s laws that help ensure government decisions are made in the public interest, untainted by consideration of private gain or the influence of special interests.  The Citizens’ Ethics Advisory Board and the staff of the Office of State Ethics are committed to fulfilling their responsibilities under the law.  The OSE strives to educate the regulated community (public officials, state employees and lobbyists) about the Codes of Ethics, interpret and apply the Codes, investigate and issue complaints for potential violations, and provide public information.

Program Description
The OSE has four main functions:  education, interpretation, enforcement and records retention.  The OSE is charged with providing education on the Codes of Ethics to state employees, public officials, lobbyists and legislators.  The provisions of the Codes include gifts, outside employment, post-state employment, conflicts of interest, registration and financial disclosure.  The OSE employs an education officer who conducts in-person trainings to state agency personnel and provides supplementary training materials and interactive modules for use by all state agencies.  This officer also communicates monthly to each state ethics liaison and ethics compliance officer regarding the law and its application.  

The Citizens’ Ethics Advisory Board   Nine members appointed by the Governor and both parties in the legislative leadership are responsible for hearing issues regarding the Codes of Ethics as well as issuing advisory opinions and interpretations of the Codes as they apply to specific situations.  The Board meets once each month at minimum, and holds special meetings as deemed necessary.  This Board has issued six advisory opinions in 2006, the full text and summaries of which are available on the OSE’s Web site.
The Legal Division   The Division writes advisory opinions and answers staff opinions for regulated individuals regarding the law’s application to unique circumstances.  In addition to the hundreds of written opinions, the Legal Division provides daily advice to public officials, state employees and lobbyists via telephone responses.
The Enforcement Division   The Enforcement Division investigates and issues complaints regarding potential violations of the Codes and ensures that the Governor’s financial filing directive is being accurately followed.  All investigatory matters are the responsibility of the Ethics Enforcement Officer.  
The OSE is also statutorily obligated to receive, process and maintain records of all lobbyist filings along with public official and state employee Statements of Financial Interests (SFIs).  The OSE processes numerous requests for lobbyist or public official SFI information from members of the public and the media.
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