Budget Summary

Budget Summary


[image: image1.jpg]


Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security 

Agency Purpose XE "emergency management and Homeland Security, dept of "  
http://www.ct.gov/demhs/ 
The Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS) is charged to develop, administer and coordinate a comprehensive statewide Emergency Management and Homeland Security Program that encompasses all human-made and natural hazards, and includes prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery components to ensure the safety and well-being of the citizens of Connecticut.  
Recent Highlights   

Grants Management
· Introduced a regional funding approach for Homeland Security Grant funds to reinforce and encourage regional collaboration and planning.  
· Administered a $5 million competitive state grant program, to improve security infrastructure for institutions of higher education.  
Information and Technology

· Completed a major upgrade to the agency’s telephone system which allowed for the integration of three primary locations into one telephone system.  

· Completed HAM radio installations in each of the five DEMHS regional offices and HAM operators now have space in each office to assist during an emergency.

· Implemented Phase 1 of a Geographic Information System, improving the State’s capability for flood mitigation planning, evacuation planning, and dam and debris management following a disaster.  
· Added a new Geospatial Lab to the existing Emergency Operations Center.  Sixteen GIS experts have been identified from 6 state agencies and have volunteered to staff the Emergency Operations Center Geo Lab during exercises, drills and actual activations.

Emergency Planning and Preparedness

· Connecticut’s Natural Disaster and Consequence Management plans were revised, updated, and signed by the Governor for the first time since 1986.  The plans are available for review on the DEMHS web site.

· Distributed Version 1.0 of Connecticut’s five Regional Evacuation and Shelter Guides to all Emergency Management Directors and Chief Executive Officers. 
· Prepared a Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) in coordination with the Department of Administrative Services and a full-scale test of all of the state’s COOP Plans was conducted at the State Emergency Operations Center in February 2007.

· The Urban Search and Rescue Team (US and R) conducted regular training sessions including heavy vehicle and machinery rescue, Incident Command Structure training, and an annual deployment drill, which was a simulated building collapse, with an explosion containing a hazardous substance.

· Launched a television and radio campaign, which included awareness messages on trains and buses, public service announcements on television and radio stations, and special messages for children on the cable television channel Nickelodeon.

· The DEMHS Radiological Emergency Preparedness Unit conducted a number of public education activities for residents within a close (10-mile) radius of the Millstone power plant. Quarterly meetings were held with representatives from the Millstone towns and their host (shelter) communities.  DEMHS led an annual exercise of the State Radiological Emergency Response Plan.

· Revived a previously established Child Safety Crisis and Response Committee, which has extended the reach of emergency planning to preschool, after school and day care providers throughout the state; has provided limited Homeland Security Information Network portal access to local school administrators; and has assisted in the federal distribution of weather radios to all schools within the state.

Critical Infrastructure
Critical infrastructure sites in Connecticut include those public and private entities (both physical and cyber-based systems) that are essential to maintaining minimal operational capabilities of government, and are necessary to the well being of the economy.  The Critical Infrastructure Unit within DEMHS identifies these key assets; assesses their vulnerability; and develops a mitigation strategy designed to improve security at those sites.  The Unit recently completed a detailed risk and vulnerability assessment of port and rail security around the state. 

Connecticut Intelligence Center

The Connecticut Intelligence Center (CTIC) includes a co-located Team of federal, state and local partners (including DEMHS, Department of Public Safety, Department of Correction, CT National Guard, the FBI, US Coast Guard, the Office of the US Attorney, the Department of Homeland Security, and municipal police).  The CTIC collects, analyzes and disseminates highly sensitive information to law enforcement officials throughout the state.  Recent accomplishments include the establishment of a toll-free tips line; the hiring of regional intelligence officers; seminars for local law enforcement; and the creation of a secure web site for the dissemination of intelligence information.
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