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Department of Public Works

Agency Purpose XE "Public Works, Department of"  
http://www.ct.gov/dpw/ 
· Supervise care and control of State property, including buildings and grounds in Hartford, district office facilities in the major urban centers, various locations outside of Hartford by agreement and surplus property of the state, with some exceptions.

· Purchase, lease and acquire property and space for state agencies.
· Provide technical assistance to agencies in developing plans for improvement to their facilities.
· Provide construction planning and management services for capital improvements undertaken by the state, with some exceptions.
· Provide energy management technical support and guidance on the state’s energy policy.
· Collaborate with OPM Assets Management in the sale of surplus state property.
· Maintain an inventory of state land and buildings, including space utilization information.
· Establish and maintain security standards for facilities, housing, offices and equipment of the state, with  the following exceptions:  Department of Transportation mass transit, marine and aviation facilities; the State Capitol, the Legislative Office Building and related facilities;  facilities under the care and control of The University of Connecticut or other constituent units of the state system of higher education; Judicial, Public Safety, Military and Correction Department facilities, Department of Children and Families client-occupied facilities, facilities occupied by State elected officials, and facilities occupied by the Board of Pardons and Paroles.   

Recent Highlights

GREEN BUILDINGS
DPW is part of a multi-agency working group drafting regulations for building construction standards consistent with the LEED rating system for both new construction and major renovation projects.  This effort, headed by the Office of Policy and Management, also includes the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Public Safety, and the Institute for Sustainable Energy.

The LEED designation verifies an environmentally friendly design and sustainable building construction.  A sustainable-design is more energy efficient, has better indoor air quality and occupant comfort, less environmental risk, uses materials that are less detrimental to natural environment, and uses the building site's natural resources wisely in order for the environment to continue to sustain itself.

Two major projects, developed and administered through design and construction by DPW, are in the process of earning LEED certification (“Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design”) from the U.S. Green Building Council.  Both are new science buildings, one located at Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) in Danbury (a completed project) and the other at Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic (in construction).  Previously, the U.S. Green Building Council awarded the LEED distinction to two of DPW’s completed dormitory projects.  
Energy Conservation in State Facilities

DPW employees attended the Building Operator Certification training program with the goal of training facilities personnel regarding energy saving opportunities and strategies.  
A statewide energy conservation program is administered by the DPW Energy Group.  DPW has implemented numerous energy audits, retrofits and energy management upgrades for several State agencies with funding from this program.
INDOOR AIR QUALITY IN STATE FACILITIES
DPW was involved with legislation designed to improve the indoor environmental quality of state owned and leased buildings.  Two bills relating to the maintenance of a healthy indoor environment in state occupied facilities were signed into law by Gov. M. Jodi Rell.  Public Act 07-100, An Act Concerning the Use of Cleaning Products in State Buildings, which requires only approved environmentally safe cleaning products be used in State owned or leased buildings.  Public Act 07-124, An Act Concerning the Inspection and Evaluation of Air Quality in State Buildings, requires inspection of the leased premises and the development of a protocol for periodic assessment and remediation of any indoor air quality issues in such facility prior to acceptance of the space. 
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