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Department Of Public Safety
Agency Purpose

The Connecticut Department of Public Safety is committed to protecting and improving the quality of life for all by providing enforcement, regulatory, and scientific services through prevention, education, and innovative use of technology. 
RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

BAT MOBILE (BREATH ALCOHOL TESTING MOBILE)
The Breath Alcohol Testing vehicle was put into service this year to assist patrol troopers with detecting and processing motor vehicle operators who are under the influence of alcohol and or drugs. This 31 foot long command truck is equipped with interior and exterior video surveillance, telecommunication equipment, exterior lighting and a prisoner processing area which includes an intoximeter and a holding cage.  To date, the BAT mobile has been used to assist troopers and local police departments at over 57 DUI checkpoints resulting in over 50 arrests for DWI. 
Traffic services unit
This summer the Traffic Services Unit acquired eleven unmarked Dodge Chargers to assist with the agency’s aggressive driving enforcement program. These specialty vehicles are equipped with laptop computers, Vascar (Vehicle Averaging Speed Computer and Recorder), tinted windows and the new mobile video recorders. The vehicles have been assigned to the traffic unit and have been deployed throughout the State.  
NEW TROOPER CLASS
In July, a class of 60 recruits graduated to the rank of State Trooper Trainee, and were assigned to the eleven barracks throughout the State.  A new recruit class entered the academy on November 9, 2007.
CALEA ACCREDITATION
The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) re-certified the Connecticut State Police in July of 2007. This nationally recognized certification again demonstrates that the Connecticut State Police exemplifies the best professional practices in the conduct of its responsibilities. 
FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORY

On May 14th, the Forensic Science Laboratory received its re-accreditation from the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors (ASCLD) for meeting or exceeding the standards and requirements of the ASCLD/Lab Accreditation Manual in the disciplines of Trace Evidence, Biology, Firearms/Tool marks, Questioned Documents and Latent Prints.
The Forensic Laboratory’s Firearms Section as well as the DNA Section are both approaching their 500th database hit in their areas.  The Fingerprint Section of the Laboratory has confirmed 525 AFIS latent fingerprint hits in the past year from crime scenes to known suspects.
During the past year, the Computer Crime and Electronic Laboratory investigated 211 Cybertips from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC).   
UCONN BUILDING INSPECTION

As a result of recent legislation, oversight of the UCONN Office of the Fire Marshall and Building Inspector was assigned to the Deputy State Fire Marshall and the State Building Inspector. The agreement provides for the hiring and assignment of a DPS manager to direct the day to day operations of the UCONN Office. The office has been charged with forensically investigating existing buildings for building and fire safety code violations and overseeing the corrective work required to achieve compliance.  In addition, a procedure has been implemented whereby all new construction at the University will be subject to plan review, permitting, inspection and the approval to occupy. 
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