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Department of Public Health

AGENCY PURPOSE 
http://www.dph.state.ct.us
· Protect the health and safety of the people of Connecticut.

· Actively work to prevent disease and promote wellness through education and programs such as prenatal care, newborn screening, immunizations, AIDS awareness, and supplemental foods.

· Monitor infectious diseases, environmental and occupational health hazards, and birth defects.

· Assure planning for and response to public health emergencies.

· Regulate health care providers such as health facilities, health professionals, and emergency medical services.

· Provide testing and monitoring support through the state laboratory.

· Collect and analyze health data to help plan policy for the future.

· Serve as the repository for all birth, adoption, paternity, marriage, and death certificates.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Government Efficiency and Performance 

The Women, Infants, and Children Program Supplemental Food Program (WIC) is an effective program that supports efforts to reduce and prevent low birth weight births among low income women and also seeks to increase the breastfeeding rate, and the declining anemia rate among children.  

Stem Cell Research.  DPH awarded 21 grants-in-aid totaling $19.8 million to stem cell researchers from the University of Connecticut, Wesleyan University and Yale University.  
The Emergency Medical Services Section deployed 260 laptop computers to Emergency Medical Services (EMS) as part of the Statewide EMS Data Collection Project.
Mandatory Blood Screening - Legislation was enacted during the 2007 Legislative Session that requires mandatory blood lead screening of all one and two year olds and lowers the required epidemiological and environmental intervention blood lead level to 15 µg/dL.  

The Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Program is an active participant in the Public Health Foundation project, A Healthy Neighborhood is a Lead Safe Neighborhood that provides comprehensive screening, case management, education and outreach to targeted neighborhoods in the cities of Hartford, Meriden, and Danbury.  
Radon Measurement in Schools Protocol Implementation of this program resulted in 320 public schools being testing for radon gas during the 2007 heating season.  
 A statewide Oral Health Improvement Plan 2007-2012 has been developed in collaboration with other state agencies and the community (the Coalition for Oral Health Planning).  

Public Health Preparedness

The Pandemic Influenza Preparedness State Plan was updated and submitted for national review in April 2007.  As part of this effort, DPH participated in development of the national as well as state strategy for community mitigation of pandemic influenza.
The refined state Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Plan provided a framework for governmental agencies and private organizations to work together to mitigate the consequences of pandemic influenza on the people of Connecticut.  
Health Care Quality and Regulatory Standards

The Practitioner Licensing & Investigations Section (PLIS) for the fiscal year 2006-2007 issued 9,647 professional licenses; renewed 139,051 licenses; received 13,121 applications and collected $18,946,019 in revenue for application and renewal fees.  In addition, 736 complaints were received and 788 complaints were opened.

The Legal Office received for fiscal year 2006-2007:  449 cases for prosecution and disposed of 407 cases, either by settlement, Memorandum of Decision, Voluntary Surrender of license or dismissal. 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

The Asthma Program expanded the Pediatric Easy Breathing program to statewide implementation. The Pediatric Easy Breathing program is an asthma clinical management program conducted by the Connecticut Children’s Medical Center.   
The Food Stamp Nutrition Education Program served in a leadership capacity providing training and support to preschools and parents to help them build healthy mealtime environments.  The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices established a Healthy States Initiative to improve healthy lifestyles and wellness among Americans.  This initiative awarded 13 innovative, well-planned proposals with Healthy States grants of up to $100,000.  Of the 34 states that submitted funding proposals, Connecticut was one of the 13 winning proposals approved to address worksite wellness among state employees.  

The DPH Immunizations Program began distribution of a number of new vaccines through the federally funded Vaccines for Children Program to physicians to administer to children on Medicaid or who have no health insurance.  
The Infectious Disease Program investigated clusters of West Nile virus in New Haven and noted a sharp increase in reported cases of legionellosis in West Haven and in New Haven county.  DPH recommended and provided technical assistance with spraying pesticides to kill infected mosquitoes to reduce the threat of a larger West Nile virus outbreak. 

The Connecticut Health Disparities Project launched its own webpage and published three documents: The Collection of Race, Ethnicity, and Other Sociodemographic Data in Connecticut Department of Public Health Databases; Defining Health Disparities; and Race and Ethnicity Matters: Concepts and Challenges of Racial and Ethnic Classifications in Public Health.

Workplace Violence Project.  DPH initiated a two-year project to assess the scope of workplace violence in Connecticut, as it pertains to four specific work environments.  
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