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Department of Transportation 

Agency Purpose  
http://www.ct.gov/dot 
· To provide a safe, efficient, and cost-effective transportation system that meets the mobility needs of its users.

· To construct, repair, and maintain the State highway system consisting of 10,248 lane miles and 3,925 bridges.

· To provide commuter rail service along the New Haven Line and its branch lines from Greenwich to New Haven and into New York City and on the Shore Line East corridor from New London to New Haven and Stamford.

· To promote continued operation of all urban and rural bus services, ridesharing and transportation demand management programs.

· To maintain, operate and develop five state-owned general aviation airports, the Connecticut River Ferries and facilities located at the Port of New London. The Department also provides financial and technical assistance to other airport operators in the State.  In addition, the Department maintains, operates and develops Bradley International Airport, whose costs are fully financed with revenues generated at the airport through the Bradley Enterprise Fund. 

· To focus available resources in the most effective manner, the Department established a long-term infrastructure investment strategy with the following five interactive and interrelated goals:  to ensure that all transportation systems are operated and maintained in a safe manner;   to maintain all transportation systems in a state of good repair;  to make investments that increase the productivity of existing systems; to utilize transportation investments to promote and facilitate economic development; and to provide additional transportation capacity where it is essential.

· To support and adhere to Responsible Growth principles, criteria and initiatives across Connecticut and ensure that transportation projects and programs are consistent with the State's Plan of Conservation and Development.  Also, the Department, in conjunction with other state agencies, is committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as part of the State's Climate Change efforts.

· To monitor transportation trends and forecast future needs of the transportation system and develop transportation plans and services to address those needs.

· To coordinate with the Transportation Strategy Board (TSB) to ensure that the Department's long-term investment strategy is consistent with the need to maintain the economic competitiveness of the State in the global economy. 
Recent Highlights
Maintenance

In June of 2007 an order was placed for an additional 73 replacement buses. As of September 2007, 34 of these buses were delivered.  Bids for construction of a new bus maintenance facility in New Haven will be opened soon.  

Rail rolling stock, bridges, track, roadbeds, control systems, and the overall power supply continue to be maintained and upgraded. The first two of five separate geographic areas of catenary (overhead electric wires that power the trains) replacement on the New Haven Line have been completed, and a third is underway.  The fleet of M-2 rail cars is undergoing either a full or modified critical systems replacement program.  Through Metro North Railroad, an order for 300 new M-8 type rail cars has been placed. A new rail equipment maintenance facility in New Haven to accommodate both the new and existing rail car fleet is currently under design.  

General Aviation Airport maintenance has focused its program on runway, taxiway and safety area construction, and security system installations, at Groton and Oxford airports.  Aircraft parking areas are also being constructed at Windham and Hartford - Brainard Airports.  The Waterways program is focused on slip improvements and dredging for the Rocky Hill - Glastonbury Ferry.
Productivity

Over 850 intersections are currently controlled by centralized or on street computerized systems to enhance the flow of traffic on the State Highway system.  Incident management systems currently monitor traffic on approximately 178 miles of the Interstate system.  Rail schedules and train sizes are continuously monitored and adjusted to meet travel demand. In cooperation with service providers the deployment, headways, and schedules of bus services are being reviewed and changed, where necessary, to better serve the needs of urban and rural users.    
Economic Development
The safety and productivity of the transportation infrastructure is critical to ensuring the continued economic growth and development of the State. The concept of Transit Oriented Development is being promoted.

The final phase of the Bradley International Airport's terminal expansion and improvement program (Terminal A refurbishment) is well underway and expected to be completed within eighteen months. 
 The Airport has also established an Air Service Development Fund used to provide incentives for air carriers to provide new domestic and international air service. 
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