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Department of Environmental Protection

 XE "Environmental Protection, Department of" AGENCY PURPOSE

The agency’s purpose is to ensure that:

· The State’s natural resources are preserved, conserved and protected.

· Strict environmental quality standards are implemented fairly and effectively.

· All parts of society – communities, individuals, business, state and local governments – have access to accurate information sufficient to effectively participate in managing human health and environmental risks.

· The State’s communities and ecosystem are diverse, sustainable and economically productive.

· Open space acquisition, urban development and ecosystem management reflect the understanding that our natural and fiscal resources are finite, and our preservation and utilization of both must be systematically managed. 

RECENT highlighlts 
Education and Outreach

The department launched a number of initiatives to educate the public and regulated community on the importance of environmental protection, the role they play in protecting the state’s natural resources, and how they can work with the department to accomplish its mission.
Inland Wetlands Training DVD – Developed to educate and train members of inland wetlands commissions, the interactive DVD received a bronze “Telly” award for being an outstanding training production.  DEP worked with Middlesex Community College to create this training approach.

Organic Land Care DVD – In an effort to promote organic land care with municipalities, the DEP again teamed up with Middlesex Community College to develop a DVD that describes the benefits and challenges of an organic land care approach.
New Website Launched – DEP launched a new website that offers detailed and complete information about agency programs and initiatives and other environmental issues.
No Child Left Inside

DEP continued to enhance and advance Governor Rell’s No Child Left Inside initiative, designed to reconnect families with the outdoors, build the next generation of environmental stewards, and showcase Connecticut’s state parks, forests and bodies of water.  DEP received an environmental merit award from the Environmental Protection Agency.
Solid Waste Management Plan Adopted

In December 2006, DEP adopted a new Solid Waste Management Plan.  The plan examines the status of solid waste management in Connecticut, establishes goals and objectives, and outlines strategies for achieving the goals set forth.  The plan will serve as the basis for planning and decision-making for a twenty year planning horizon. 

Grassland Habitat Conservation Initiative

As the first major action to be addressed under Connecticut’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy, DEP launched an initiative aimed at conserving grassland habitat in order to protect critical nesting and breeding grounds for birds and other species.  

Climate Registry

In the spring of 2007, Connecticut became a “charter member” of the Climate Registry, a new organization that will measure and track emissions of Greenhouse Gases linked to climate change and support programs aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  To date more than 35 states and two Canadian provinces have committed to participate in the registry.  
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