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Department of Environmental Protection 

 XE "environmental protection, department of " Agency Description 
The mission of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is to conserve, improve and protect the natural resources and environment of the State of Connecticut in such a manner as to encourage the social and economic development of Connecticut while preserving the natural environment and the life forms it supports in a delicate, interrelated and complex balance, to the end that the state may fulfill its responsibility as trustee of the environment for present and future generations.   

The DEP achieves its mission through the regulation, inspection, enforcement and licensing procedures that help control air, land and water pollution in order to protect health, safety and welfare.  The department also improves and coordinates the state's environmental plans, functions and educational programs in cooperation with federal, regional and local governments, other public and private organizations and concerned individuals, while managing and protecting the flora and fauna for compatible uses by the citizens of the state.

The department is organized into the central office and six bureaus.

Energy Conservation Statement

The department is adopting aggressive energy efficiency and energy conservation goals with a specific target of achieving zero load growth over the next biennium.  The department is powering all field facilities with 100% renewable energy after investing in energy conservation efficiency.  DEP has made improvements in windows, installed more efficient fluorescent fixtures, occupancy sensor lighting controls and an energy management system.  In 2005 the building at 79 Elm Street received EPA’s Energy Star Label for superior energy efficiency.  DEP is continuing to work with the Office of Policy and Management to evaluate additional opportunities for energy saving consistent with the Governor’s order.  A fuel cell has been installed to supply power at Dinosaur State Park in Rocky Hill.  The department will continue conservation activities such as maintenance and upgrade HVAC systems, use energy efficient lighting and other Energy Star equipment, and participate in ISO-New England sponsored demand response programs.  

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION  
 XE "dep43000 14000" OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Sections 22a-1-1h, 22a-2, 22a-5, 22a-6, 22a-7, 22a-8, 22a-21, 24-1 thru 24-4, and 25-102pp-102 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To carry out the environmental policies of the state and to promote and coordinate management of department programs. 

Program Description 

The commissioner and deputy commissioners provide policy direction and executive management for the agency.  Units under the direct responsibility of the Office of the Commissioner include: 

The Office of Adjudications conducts public hearings and ancillary proceedings on permit applications and enforcement actions in all matters under the commissioner's jurisdiction; promotes negotiated settlement of disputed issues; and prepares fact finding, legal conclusions and recommendations for final decision by the commissioner. 

The Office of Legal Counsel assists in the drafting and reviewing of proposed legislation, regulations and departmental policies; advises staff on the interpretation of laws, regulations and departmental policies; assists in the drafting, negotiating and reviewing of contracts and agreements; manages Freedom of Information requests; advises staff on matters relating to ethics laws and policies; assists staff in the drafting, reviewing and interpreting of permits; assists staff in preparing for adjudicative proceedings; and acts as a liaison to the Office of the Attorney General on a variety of legal matters.  

The Office of Information Management is responsible for agency information technology planning, coordination and management and inventories, monitors and researches the state’s land surface, earth materials, water resources, biota and climate.  Through the Long Island Sound Cleanup account, the agency promotes, conducts and coordinates the scientific study of natural resources; provides technical assistance and management strategies for environmental and land use decision makers; develops technical materials; publishes maps, reports and books; and provides opportunities for the public and government to acquire such materials. 

The Office of the Chief of Staff includes an office of Communications and Education which provides for the internal and external coordination and dissemination of information concerning environmental protection and natural resource management policies, programs and regulatory actions; directs and coordinates media relations; encourages active public participation in environmental programs; provides educational resources and training activities; provides training on land use decision making for municipal officials; coordinates education programs in state parks and forests; and produces and coordinates production of assorted publications and marketing materials; and an Environmental Justice section which helps ensure that no segment of the population bears a disproportionate share of the risks and consequences of environmental pollution or is denied equal access to environmental benefits.

The Office of Affirmative Action advances the principles and practice of equal opportunity in employment, services and contract administration. 

The Office of Planning and Program Development conducts agency-wide strategic priority development, coordination, and performance measurement.  The division is broken down into functional areas responsible for department wide planning, policy and program development and program implementation that includes the Permit Assistance section which provides a central source of information for business, industry and the public regarding department permits, approvals or other authorizations for regulated activities or the permitting process in general; a Pollution Prevention section which oversees the department’s pollution prevention, source reduction and recycling programs; the Environmental Review section which coordinates agency review of proposed state projects to ensure consistency with agency programs, policies and resource management objectives; the Small Business Assistance Program which provides coordination and fosters compliance assistance efforts across all environmental quality bureaus and offices; and the Enforcement, Policy and Coordination section which fosters consistency and coordination in enforcement practice across the department’s enforcement programs, develops and trains staff in enforcement policy, assures consistency in policy application, provides enforcement-related materials to the public, and serves as a liaison to the United States Environmental Protection Agency on matters relating to enforcement programs.

 XE "Dep43000 66000" Bureau of Financial and Support Services 

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Sections 22a-22, 22a-27g, and 22a-27h 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To develop, enhance and manage agency administrative services and to ensure that the agency operates within administrative statutes, regulations, policies and guidelines. 

Program Description 

The Bureau of Financial and Support Services serves as the business office for the agency.  The bureau consists of three divisions: 

The Financial Management Division is responsible for budget, grants, accounts payable and accounts receivable.  The division is also responsible for the licensing and permit fee collection programs; management analysis; administration of the Clean Water Fund, the Emergency Response Cost Recovery Program, and the Underground Tank Reimbursement Fund; and coordination of bureau business office operations. 

The Agency Support Services Division is responsible for managing procurement, receiving and warehouse operations; mail and parcel delivery; asset management; saw mill and sign shop; fleet operations; a 24/7 emergency dispatch center; operation of three district field offices; facility support at headquarters building; management, maintenance and repair of vehicles and equipment; engineering design, review and technical assistance services on construction and maintenance projects; maintenance, repair, replacement and new construction of infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges, boating access areas, etc.); maintenance of flood control and recreational dams; restoring degraded wetlands; ADA (Americans with Disability Act) compliance design and construction; and the agency's health and safety and related programs (OSHA, underground fuel tanks, drinking water testing, etc.).

The Human Resources Division is responsible for managing the personnel and payroll needs of the department’s employees.

 XE "dep43000 65000" Bureau of natural Resources 

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Sections 22a-45b-d, 23-4 thru 23-65 and 26-3 thru 26-315 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To manage the state's natural resources and to provide the public with continued recreational and commercial opportunities for resource utilization through a program of regulation, management, research and public education. 

Program Description 

The Bureau of Natural Resources applies fish, wildlife and forest management principles and conducts scientific investigations and assessments to protect these resources and their habitats and to ensure their wise and sustainable use.

The bureau consists of three divisions and a planning, coordination and fiscal management office: 

The Inland Fisheries Division manages fishery resources to provide sustainable populations and public benefit commensurate with habitat capability and relevant ecological, social and economic considerations.  The division manages fisheries for diadromous species consistent with interjurisdictional management plans; manages and enhances inland and diadromous fish populations and fisheries; operates three fish culture facilities; stocks trout, salmon, walleye and northern pike; protects and conserves aquatic habitat and associated riparian zones by reviewing and commenting on permit applications for development, water diversion and habitat alteration; and conducts public awareness and educational programs to promote an understanding and appreciation for fishing, aquatic resources and aquatic habitat.

The Marine Fisheries Division manages marine fish and crustacean resources to provide optimum sustained benefit to user groups while assuring the diversity, abundance and conservation of populations commensurate with habitat capability and relevant ecological, social and economic considerations.  The division conducts monitoring and research programs, develops fishery management plans and regulations consistent with coast-wide management plans, protects and conserves marine living resources and habitat by commenting on permit applications for development and habitat alteration, and conducts public awareness and outreach activities to promote an understanding of fishery management programs and marine aquatic resources.

The Wildlife Division manages the wildlife resources of the state to provide stable, healthy populations of diverse wildlife species, including endangered and threatened species, in numbers compatible with both habitat carrying capacity and existing land use practices; coordinates the research and management of wildlife with other state and federal agencies; assists municipalities in assessing and addressing problems caused by wildlife; works with municipalities and other state agencies in assessing and mitigating the impact of land-use on threatened and endangered species; conducts public awareness and technical assistance programs to enhance privately-owned habitat and promote an appreciation for and understanding of the value and use of wildlife; assists the public with wildlife-related problems; manages wildlife habitat on state forests and wildlife management areas; regulates hunting and trapping seasons and bag limits for all harvestable wildlife species within Connecticut; manages public hunting opportunities on state-owned, state-leased and permit-required areas; and conducts conservation education and safety programs to promote safe and ethical hunting practices.  The division monitors and manages the state's mosquito population levels to reduce the potential public health threat of mosquito-borne diseases such as Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and West Nile Virus (WNV) in cooperation with the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station and the Department of Public Health.  By restoring previously ditched and degraded tidal wetlands, the division regulates water levels to promote return of native vegetation and create enhanced wildlife habitat, while controlling mosquito populations.

The Forestry Division manages state-owned forest lands for long term health and vigor, as well as multiple uses.  The division provides technical assistance to forest land owners for wood production, recreation, watershed management, wildlife habitat and aesthetics; and conducts an urban tree planting and management program.  The division conducts a forest fire prevention control program, including training for municipal fire departments, provision of specialized fire equipment, administration of federal funds to rural fire departments, and participation in the Northeast Forest Fire Protection Commission.

The Planning, Coordination and Fiscal Management Office of the bureau coordinates long-range planning for the management of Connecticut's fish, wildlife, forest and related land and water resources and coordinates the efficient and effective use of bureau fiscal and human resources.

 XE "dep43000 64000" Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 23-4 thru 23-32; 23-66 thru 23-80 and Chapter 268

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To provide for the conservation and management of statewide recreation lands through the acquisition of open space and the management of resources to meet the outdoor recreation needs of the public.

Program Description 

The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation consists of the following divisions: 

The State Parks Division administers the planning, development, operations and maintenance of the lands and facilities within the state park system; provides for water based recreation within the state inland waters and beaches; manages a system of campgrounds based on natural resource sites; establishes and manages a statewide recreational trail system; manages and operates historic and cultural sites; provides for special events and tourism enhancement; offers educational programs and activities related to the history and natural resources available in the parks; and operates and maintains boat launch access areas. 

The Land Acquisition and Management Division reviews, appraises and develops proposals for acquisition or exchange for real property acquired by the Department of Environmental Protection; develops easements or leases for use of DEP land; surveys existing and new state land boundaries and investigates boundary disputes; coordinates state and federal funding programs for municipal outdoor recreation, open space acquisition and development; and manages property documents for department owned and managed lands.

The Environmental Conservation Police Division enforces fish and wildlife, shellfish, boating, park and forest laws and regulations, as well as criminal and motor vehicle laws in parks and forests. 

The Boating Office administers the legislatively mandated Boater Certification and Boating Safety Education programs; provides oversight for the construction, operation and maintenance of the state's 121 boat launches; administers the marine event permit, marine dealer vessel numbering, hull identification numbers and boating accident reporting programs; issues permits for markers to aid in the regulation of waterway traffic; provides technical assistance to improve navigation safety; provides environmental education to boaters regarding boat sewage and best management practices for operation and maintenance of recreational vessels; and administers the Boating Infrastructure Grant and the education component of the Clean Vessel Act programs.

 XE "dep43000 62000" Bureau of Air Management

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Sections 22a-2, 22a-6, 22a-7, Chapter 446, Chapter 446a, Chapter 446b, and Chapter 446c 
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To protect human health and safety and the environment and to enhance the quality of life for the citizens of Connecticut by managing air quality, radioactive materials and radiation. 

Program Description 

The Bureau of Air Management maintains the most comprehensive monitoring network in New England for measuring air quality.  The bureau regulates the use, transportation and storage of radioactive materials and monitors for radioactive accumulations from nuclear power plants; develops and implements regulations, policies, procedures and standards for carrying out Connecticut’s air and radiation control laws and regulations; issues air pollution control permits; and enforces laws or regulations when they are violated.  

The Air Planning and Standards Division develops climate change and air quality policy and implements such policy through the development of legislative and regulatory proposals, sets standards for air pollution emissions and ambient air quality, develops strategies to further protect public health and improve air quality, monitors federal regulatory activity, and responds with appropriate state action.

The Air Engineering and Technical Services Division implements state and federal air pollution control laws and regulations by issuing permits, performing engineering evaluations, developing stationary source control strategies and promoting pollution prevention opportunities.

The Air Compliance and Field Operations Division investigates complaints; inspects sources of air pollution and promotes pollution prevention; audits and reviews source monitoring reports and tests to determine compliance; maintains and operates the comprehensive Connecticut Ambient Air Quality network; analyzes compliance; takes enforcement action to bring sources into compliance, deter non-compliance and level the playing field; and provides technical assistance to regulated sources.

The Division of Radiation sets standards for the safe operation of equipment that produces radiation and for the possession, use, storage, transportation and disposal of radioactive material.  The division inspects facilities using radioactive material, x-ray machines and other radiation producing devices and is responsible for responding to reports of accidents and incidents involving radioactive materials. 

 XE "dep43000 61000" Bureau of WATER PROTECTION AND LAND RE-USE

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Section 22a-2, 22a-6, 22a-7, 22a-28 thru 22a-45a, 22a-90 thru 22a-113t, 22a‑133a thru 22a-134e, 22a-318 thru 22a-323, 22a-325 thru 22a-329, 22a-336 thru 22a-339e, 22a-341 thru 22a-354bb, 22a-359 thru 22a-380, 22a-401 thru 22a-411, 22a-416 thru 22a‑527, 25-32d, 25-68b thru 25-68h, 25-69 thru 25-102 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To restore and protect the environment and the health, welfare and safety of the citizens of Connecticut by managing the state’s water resources.

Program Description 

The Bureau of Water Protection and Land Re-Use consists of four divisions: 

The Planning and Standards Division adopts water quality standards and classifications for Connecticut; monitors and assesses the state’s water quality; provides technical support for bureau-wide permit and enforcement actions; regulates municipal discharges; assists municipalities in the upgrading of municipal sewage facilities; and provides watershed management, planning, program development and administrative support functions for the bureau.

The Inland Water Resource Management Division regulates activities in the state’s inland wetlands, watercourses and floodplains; enforces the state’s inland wetlands and floodplain protection statutes; manages allocation of water resources through diversion permitting; and prevents or mitigates natural disasters through flood warning and dam safety programs. 

The Remediation Division remediates waste disposal sites under state and federal superfund, property transfer, urban sites remedial action and Resource Conservation Recovery Act corrective action programs; provides alternative sources of potable water in cases of contaminated water supplies; implements the federal Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund for the clean-ups of fuel releases; and serves as the technical agent for the Connecticut Underground Storage Tank Petroleum Clean Up Account Review Board.

The Office of Long Island Sound Program coordinates departmental policy and programs affecting Long Island Sound and related coastal lands and waters; undertakes long-range planning for Long Island Sound (LIS); implements, oversees and enforces the state's coastal management program, the state Harbor Management Act and the coastal habitat restoration program; implements the DEP coastal permit authorities covering tidal wetlands, coastal structures and dredging and coastal water quality; serves as designee on the Connecticut River Gateway Commission, the Department of Interior's Outer Continental Shelf Advisory Committee and the Coastal States Organization; and administers the LIS Fund License Plate Program, Long Island Sound Research Fund, Long Island Sound Cleanup Account and the Clean Vessel Act Program.

 XE "dep43000 63000" Bureau of materials Management and compliance assurance

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Sections 22a-6, 22a-46 thru 22a-66z, 22a‑207 thru 22a-256ee, 22a-416 thru 22a-438, 22a-448 thru 22a-457a, 22a-463 thru 22a‑469, 22a-600 thru 22a-611

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To protect human health, safety and the environment by minimizing adverse effects from the treatment, storage, disposal and transportation of solid and hazardous wastes, hazardous substances and pesticides. 

Program Description 

The Bureau of Materials Management and Compliance Assurance administers a wide variety of regulatory programs including:  developing necessary facilities for the proper management of solid waste, recyclable materials, PCB’s and hazardous waste; regulating the generation, transportation, treatment, storage and disposal of hazardous waste; developing capacity and expertise to respond to spill and contamination incidents with emphasis on large-scale emergency situations and coordination of Homeland Security; developing comprehensive programs for the transport, handling and disposal of petroleum products; encouraging pollution prevention and recycling; and regulating the use of pesticides while minimizing human and non target species exposure.

The Bureau Chief’s Office continuously assesses the bureau’s mission by identifying and directing on-going activities and major program efforts, identifies emerging legislative and budget issues, oversees implementation of federal and state waste management laws, oversees the bureau’s budget, provides administrative support and materials management planning functions for the bureau, and facilitates the development of regulations and programs.

The Waste Engineering and Enforcement Division protects human health and the environment by ensuring environmentally sound waste management practices and encouraging resource conservation; regulates, inspects, monitors and initiates enforcement actions as necessary; issues permits to solid and hazardous waste handlers and processes closures for solid and hazardous waste treatment, storage and disposal facilities; promotes an integrated and safe system of pesticide use which minimizes human and non-target species exposure to pesticides by regulating the manufacture, sale and application of pesticides; regulates the use and disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s) to safeguard public health and the environment from risks associated with this chemical; and provides technical assistance and outreach.

The Permitting, Enforcement Division (Water) enforces the state's water pollution control laws; regulates storm-water discharges from industrial, commercial and construction activities; regulates industrial discharges into surface waters and sewage treatment plants; issues permits to discharge groundwater from large subsurface disposal systems, agricultural waste systems and animal feeding operations; conducts inspections and institutes enforcement actions as necessary; and monitors compliance with discharge limits.

The Emergency Response and Spill Prevention Division protects the public and the environment from emergencies resulting from the discharge, spillage, uncontrolled loss, seepage or filtration from substances, materials or wastes; develops and coordinates oil spill contingency plans for emergency situations; provides assistance to the State Emergency Response Commission; maintains 24 hours statewide emergency response and assessment capability; coordinates and supervises clean-up mitigation activities; contracts and funds, where necessary, the emergency clean-up of hazardous chemicals and petroleum spills and leaks; regulates and inspects underground non residential petroleum tanks; and licenses marine terminals.  
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