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Department of Developmental Services

 XE "Mental Retardation, Department of" Agency Purpose 
http://www.state.ct.us/dmr/ 
· Provide case management, respite, family support, residential and employment services to DDS clients and their families through a system of public and private providers.  
· Lead agency for the Birth-to-Three program serving infants and toddlers with developmental delays.

· Ensure appropriate delivery of health care services to consumers receiving DDS residential supports.

· Assist DDS consumers involved in the criminal justice system to ensure appropriate representation and services.

· Coordinate an Autism pilot program for adults with autism spectrum disorder who do not also have mental retardation.

· Coordinate the Voluntary Services Program for children who have mental retardation and behavioral health needs.

· Plan and manage emergency response activities for persons receiving DDS services.

RECENT  Highlights  

waiting list initiative
Successfully completed the third year of the “Waiting List Initiative” with new residential supports to 190 people who had been on the DDS Waiting List and enhanced family supports to 99 families.  In total the waiting list has been reduced by 623 people. 

FEDERAL Reviews
Completed satisfactory reviews by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for both the Comprehensive Supports and Individual and Family Supports HCBS (Home and Community Based Services) Waivers. 

Consumer milestones
543 people fully self-directed their own supports and 1,500 consumers now control individual budgets for services and supports.

Private Providers

37 new qualified providers enrolled to provide HCBS waiver services or expand services to new geographic locations in the state bringing the total qualified providers to 174.

Transitioned Youth

67 youth were transitioned to DDS from DCF and 73 new applicants were enrolled in the Voluntary Services Program.  A Children’s Services Committee with representatives from families, DCF, SDE, DDS and the Office of the Child Advocate met monthly to review requests for out-of-home placements and to recommend alternatives to congregate care settings. 

Respite Centers

DDS operated 11 Respite Centers serving approximately 1,114 individuals statewide this year.  
Birth to three

CT Birth to Three Program received a determination of “meets requirements” of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act from the U.S. Department of Education; one of 15 states.  Connecticut is one of only four states in which both Part C (early intervention) and Part B (special education) both received such a determination.

The Birth to Three System received 8,687 referrals,  a 13% increase over FY 06 and served 8,591 eligible children.  Five new Birth to Three programs were added; four in the greater Hartford area and one in Fairfield County.  On a daily basis, the system served 3% of all children under the age of three. 
Individual Plan evaluation

Updated the Individual Planning process that meets HCBS waiver expectations and best practice, developed a Guide to Individual Planning, and provided staff training.  

Level of Need Assessment

Completed nearly 8,000 Level of Need Assessment and Screening Tools to fairly and equitably assess individual support need level and allocate resources.  
department name change

In accordance with Public Act 07-73, An Act Renaming the Department of Mental Retardation, the department was renamed the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) effective October 1, 2007.

autism spectrum disorder pilot

Developed a small pilot program for individuals who have Autism Spectrum Disorder, do not have mental retardation and are not receiving services from DDS.  The Autism Spectrum Disorder Pilot Program began publicizing the program in July 2006. Applications were reviewed for eligibility by a team of three clinical psychologists.  Twenty nine participants are currently enrolled.
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