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Division of Criminal Justice

Agency Purpose xe "Criminal Justice, Division of"
The Division of Criminal Justice is constitutionally charged with the investigation and prosecution of all criminal matters in the Superior Court. Pursuant to Article 23 of the Connecticut Constitution, the Division's mission is to contribute to the due process of criminal law and to achieve justice. Article 23, enacted by the voters in 1984, established the Division as an Executive Branch agency and transferred it from the Judicial Branch. 
Recent Highlights

Domestic Violence Unit

Utilized federal funding to establish a centralized Domestic Violence Unit, comprised of a prosecutor and an inspector, who assist in domestic violence investigation and prosecution on a statewide basis.  The Unit also assists in the formation, codification, dissemination, and implementation of best policies and practices in domestic violence arrest and prosecution matters

Finding Words - Half a Nation by 2010
Recognizing the need to develop an approach to conducting child abuse interviews that is consistent and forensically sound, the Division, in conjunction with the Governor’s Task Force on Justice for Abused Children, utilized funding provided by the federal government and the Department of Children and Families, conducted its first training under the American Prosecutor’s Research Institute’s “Finding Words- Half a Nation by 2010" initiative. This project will bring a replicable, nationally recognized child abuse training program to Connecticut.  The training, held at Police Officer Standards and Training (POST), was attended by 40 police officers, prosecutors, social workers and forensic interviewers.
Information Technology

Acquired additional federal resources to continue the ongoing program to modernize the information technology infrastructure. Specifically, to ensure and enhance the ability to maintain file sharing, print sharing, and network security the Division secured funds to replace antiquated servers in seven large offices and install network-attached storage devices (“mini-servers”) in the ten offices with less than ten staff.
Victim Notification
Pursuant to Public Act No. 06-100, “AN ACT CONCERNING CRIME VICTIMS,” Section 4, the Division provided the Honorable Joint Committee on Judiciary with its plan on the Establishment and Implementation of a State-Wide Automated Victim Information and Notification System on January 1, 2007.
Tip Line

Established a toll-free "tip line" to allow the public to confidentially report allegations of corruption at the state and local levels of government which received over 200 calls in 2006/7. Calls to the toll-free number, 1-888-742-2726, are processed by the Public Integrity Bureau.

Training Program for Prosecutors

Building on its highly successful Annual Training Program for prosecutors, the Division held four intensive in-house seminars focused on Habeas Prosecution, Bail, Jail Re-Interview and Pre-Sentencing Interview (PSI) Reports, Psychiatric Sentencing Review Board (PSRB) Training, and Cross Examination of the Expert Witness.   The Division revived its formal mentoring program in the Judicial District of New Haven in December 2006.  The program, initiated in 2002, pairs veteran prosecutors with prosecutors in their first year of employment. On November 17, 2006, the Division sponsored an "Essential Services Symposium" to provide an opportunity for health, housing, legal and utility professionals to collaborate on their approaches to solving "no heat" and other essential services complaints.

Recognizing that training should be a constant component throughout employment, the Division publishes a comprehensive training manual for new prosecutors. The "Prosecutor's Deskbook: A Guide for New Prosecutors" is made available to all newly hired prosecutors as well as serving as a reference for experienced prosecutors.

The Division's highly successful internship program once again provided educational opportunities for over 40 law students during the fiscal year.  The State's Attorney for the Judicial District of Tolland established an outreach program geared toward undergraduate students at the University of Connecticut in Storrs, an effort designed to attract minority students to the law, law school, and prosecution as a career. 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION FRAUD CONTROL BUREAU

Funding from the Workers' Compensation Fund for the investigation and prosecution of workers' compensation fraud has been transferred from the Workers' Compensation Commission to a new account under the control of the Division of Criminal Justice.  These funds will support the salaries and operating costs of four inspectors in the Division's Workers' Compensation Fraud Control Bureau.  In 1996, the last calendar year for which statistics are available, there were 113 complaints of criminal activity. As of December 31, 2006, there were 103 active pre-trial investigations and 13 court cases pending.  Dispositions during the year resulted in the collection of $343,800 in restitutions. 
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