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Department of Agriculture

 XE "Agriculture, Department of" Agency Purpose
http://www.ct.gov/doag

· Foster agriculture by developing, promoting, and regulating agricultural businesses and protecting agricultural and aquacultural resources.
· Protect consumers and animal health by regulating, inspecting and enforcing animal care and animal heath standards for pet shops and commercial kennels. 
· Protect public health and animal agriculture by enforcing livestock and poultry disease statutes and administering animal disease prevention and control programs.

· Protect domestic animals by responding to and investigating animal cruelty and animal neglect complaints. 
· Protect public safety by supporting local animal control and police enforcement of animal bite statutes.
· Protect public heath by regulating, inspecting and enforcing food production and manufacturing standards for the shellfish, fluid milk and cheese manufacturing industries.

Recent Highlights  

DAIRY FARMERS

The department made grants totaling $4 million to 148 dairy farmers in the state.  The grants were made to assist a dairy industry near collapse due to milk prices at 30 year lows during 2005 and 2006.  Grants were based upon individual dairy farmer milk production during 2006 and ranged from $246,549 to $1,126.
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