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Department of Agriculture 

Agency Description 
 XE "Agriculture, Department of" 
The agency's mission is to foster a healthy economic and environmental climate for agriculture by developing, promoting and regulating agricultural businesses and to ensure a safe, wholesome and abundant food supply.  The agency protects agricultural and aquacultural resources and enforces laws pertaining to domestic animals in order to protect human welfare and assure the humane treatment of animals. 
The Regional Market located in Hartford provides a central location for farmers and wholesalers to sell and distribute food and other agricultural products.
Energy Conservation Statement

Planned energy conservation activities for the next biennium are limited to regular maintenance of HVAC and hot water systems, reduction of lighting in common areas, and the resetting of thermostats and temperature controls.  These are a continuation of past practices.  

 XE "DAG42500 29112" Bureau of Regulation and Inspection 

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Sections 22-127 through 22-259, 22-272 through 22-326g, and 22-381 through 22-391
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To protect public health, ensure the humane treatment of animals, ensure agricultural commodities composition and quality, and prevent economic loss to livestock and poultry owners due to animal diseases.  To prevent nuisance and damage to people, animals and property by dogs and other animals and to protect the environment and public from potential adverse environmental factors associated with agriculture production.
Program Description 

The bureau licenses and inspects dairy farms, milk plants and distributors and regulates milk and milk products to insure that milk and milk producers comply with safety and composition standards.

The bureau inspects poultry operations to ensure that conditions are maintained so they do not constitute a threat to the environment or public health or become a public nuisance.  The bureau conducts egg room sanitation inspections and participates in programs with the USDA to inspect egg-grading plants for egg quality and safety and to inspect frozen poultry to be consumed in school lunch programs. 

The bureau responds to environmental, public health, and public nuisance complaints associated with other agricultural production units including dairy farms, horse stables, other livestock operations, and crop production.

The bureau conducts inspections and sampling of feed, seed and fertilizer for compliance with State truth in labeling laws. 

Animal disease control and inspection issues are addressed through various programs and the bureau conducts inspections of facilities such as pet shops, kennels, training facilities, and municipal animal shelters to insure that they are disease free and humane and that sanitary conditions are present. 

The Animal Control Division has the responsibility of enforcing and providing support and assistance to all municipalities of the state in the enforcement of regulations concerning dogs.  The division is also involved in animal control in other species and the enforcement of animal cruelty laws. 

The Animal Population Control Program is designed to reduce the population of unwanted dogs and cats through a low-cost spay and neutering program for dogs and cats adopted from municipal animal control facilities.  The program is funded by a dedicated fund generated through fees related to the program.
 XE "DAG42500 61001" Bureau of Aquaculture  

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 26-192 through 26-294 and Sections 22-11c through 22-11g
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To provide for the planned development and coordination of aquaculture as an agricultural business through programs that assure opportunities for the production of an abundant, safe and wholesome supply of farm-raised aquatic plant and animal species. 
Program Description 

The Shellfish Sanitation Program is responsible for assuring safe shell fishing areas for commercial and recreational harvesting and for maintaining certification and compliance with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration's National Shellfish Sanitation Program. 

The bureau performs coastal sanitary surveys along Connecticut's 250 mile shoreline.  It monitors shellfish growing areas in Long Island Sound for the protection of public health by collecting and testing sea water and shellfish meat samples in order to determine levels of bacteria, toxins and Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning. 

As part of this program, the bureau is responsible for the sanitary inspection and certification of shellfish dealers involved in harvesting and processing fresh and frozen oysters, clams and mussels. 

The Shellfish Habitat Management and Restoration Program serves two functions.  The bureau leases shellfish grounds, administers perpetual franchise grounds, provides survey and engineering services, maintains maps and records, collects fees and taxes, sets corner marker buoys, constructs and maintains signals, and mediates boundary and ownership disputes.  The bureau also provides for the cultivation and propagation of shellfish through the management and restoration of state-owned natural clam and oyster beds.  It plants cultch, maintains spawn stock, monitors predators and diseases, and makes assessments of natural disaster impacts. 

The Aquaculture Development and Coordination Program is responsible for planning and coordination of aquaculture development including:  legislation and regulations, review of Coastal Zone applications, liaison between industry and the regulatory community, promotion, marketing, technology transfer and assistance, communications, and addressing issues of regional and national concern. 
 XE "DAG42500 72000"  Agricultural Development and Resource Preservation 

Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Chapters 422, 422a, 424 and 425, Sections 12-107a, b, c, e and f, 12-91 and 22-62 through 22-78a
Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To develop and sustain the agricultural industry and preserve its resources.  To provide a central location for farmers and wholesalers to sell and distribute food and other agricultural products.
Program Description 

The bureau strives to strengthen the ability of Connecticut agri-business to succeed.  The bureau provides assistance in the areas of export, marketing, regulation (local, state and federal) compliance, business development and management, grant procurement, agricultural tourism, and media/public relations. 

The Farmland Preservation Program, preserves agricultural land for agricultural production purposes predominantly through the purchase of development rights. 

The Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program provides persons who may be nutritionally at risk with fresh fruits and vegetables and expands local markets for Connecticut Grown products. 
The Regional Market is operated by the state as a self-sustaining, non-profit venture that is fully funded by fees generated from the operation of the market.  The market covers 32 acres and contains 230,386 square feet of warehouse space, an active railroad spur and 144 stalls in the farmers’ market.  It is the largest perishable food distribution facility between Boston and New York.
 XE "DAG42500 14000" Management services
Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Section 22-6 
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To promote the regulation, protection and development of the state's agricultural products and resources.
Program Description 

This program provides policy direction, management controls and support services for the agency.
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