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The mandate of the Children’s Trust Fund is to fund programs aimed at preventing child abuse and neglect and to establish resources in communities that support and strengthen family functioning.

· Establish and fund programs aimed at reducing the incidence of child abuse and neglect and improving parental relationships and involvement with children.

· Launch initiatives to reduce child maltreatment in various settings:  day care centers, schools and hospitals.

· Create a knowledgeable work force that is well trained in prevention strategies and approaches. 

· Create a network of agencies that provide prevention services to families across the continuum of risk for abuse and neglect.

· Through research, develop a body of knowledge to be applied to enhance program effectiveness.

Recent HighlighTs

The Children’s Trust Fund continues to fund several programs to prevent child abuse and neglect and to strengthen families.  These include the Nurturing Families Network, the Help Me Grow program, Kinship Funds and Family Respite Funds, the Shaken Baby Prevention project and the Family Development Credential program.  Notable program expansions include:
Parent Trust Fund

In FY 2008, with the addition of funding from the Early Childhood Cabinet and the Graustein Memorial Fund, the Parent Trust Fund will expand to 37 grants to community based organizations to offer classes to parents to help improve the health, safety and education of children by providing leadership skills and by supporting the involvement of parents in community affairs.

Family School COnnection
The Family School Connection (FSC) was piloted at the Betances Elementary School in Hartford.  The program provides home visiting and support services to families with elementary school children (ages 5-12) who are struggling with truancy, behavioral or academic issues at school – and are likely to be struggling at home.  In FY 2008 additional funds were provided to initiate expanding the program to four additional sites in New Haven, Norwich, Middletown and Windham.
The Stranger You Know 

The Stranger You Know is a child sexual abuse prevention program that encourages parents and professional providers to teach children skills and confidence as they relate to sexual wellbeing.  The program offers insight into how the molester thinks, acts and operates and offers tips throughout the hour and a half presentation on how to have significant conversations about sexual safety with children.  Presentations are being offered in communities across Connecticut.
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