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Council to Administer the Children’s Trust Fund 

Agency Description  XE "Children's Trust Fund" 
A sixteen member interdisciplinary council governs the Children’s Trust Fund. The council includes Commissioners from the Departments of Children and Families, Public Health, Social Services and Education as well as legislatively appointed individuals from the business community, the child abuse field, parents and a pediatrician.
The Children’s Trust Fund is responsible for funding programs aimed at preventing child abuse and neglect and establishing resources in communities that support and strengthen the functioning of families. 

Children's Trust Fund  XE "ctf94000 99999" 
Statutory Reference 

Sec 17a-50 CGS

Statement of Need and Program Objectives:
Child abuse and neglect is among the most serious and challenging issues facing our state and the nation. Approximately 9,977 cases of maltreatment are substantiated in Connecticut each year.

Program Description

The Children’s Trust Fund provides funding for several nationally recognized child abuse and neglect prevention programs that assist high-risk groups of parents and others involved in the lives of children.  These include parents involved with domestic violence and substance abuse, addressing mental health concerns, raising children with disabilities, living in extreme poverty and social isolation or have a family history of abuse. 

Key programs of the Children’s Trust Fund Include:

The Nurturing Families Network, now operating out of 25 of the 29 birthing hospitals in the state and in 10 community centers in the city of Hartford, provides education and support for all interested new parents and intensive home visiting services for parents identified as most at risk of abusing, neglecting or abandoning their children.  The program is expanding to eight neighborhood service areas in the city of New Haven and is expected to reach an additional 250 vulnerable families through its home visiting services. Home visitors become involved during the mother’s pregnancy and continue working with the family, on average, for nineteen months. They teach child development and help the family to bond with and accept their responsibility to their child. Seventy percent (70%) of the time fathers are involved. Home visitors support the parent to finish school, to secure a job, and to find and utilize the services of a pediatrician. They connect families to WIC, and to counselors and others in the community who can help.  The Nurturing Families Network also offers intensive group support to parents and extended family members. The program teaches the family appropriate expectations for their children and fosters empathetic understanding and strategies for enhancing the well being of children.  

Family Empowerment Initiatives include 8 prevention programs that assist high-risk groups of parents with children of various ages.  The programs are co-located in various settings where families may be addressing other issues, including a school, a substance abuse center, a prison, a domestic violence shelter, a child guidance center and a public housing project.

The Help Me Grow Program is a prevention initiative that identifies and refers young children with behavioral health, development and psychosocial needs to community-based services.  The program bridges the gap between children with the early signs of developmental problems and the services designed to address them.  The program serves children who may not be eligible for the state’s Birth to Three or preschool special education programs yet are still at risk for developmental problems.

The Kinship and Grandparents Respite Fund awards small grants to orphaned or abandoned children and the court-appointed relative guardians they live with.  The Trust Fund provides funding to probate courts to administer the program.  The grants provide for a range of activities including tutoring, camp, fees for a variety of programs and extra-curricular experiences as well as clothing, eyeglasses and other basic necessities and respite for the caregivers.

The Children’s Trust Fund is Connecticut’s lead agency for the federal Health and Human Services Community Based Grant for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect.  Under this grant, the Children’s Trust Fund is supporting three important initiatives aimed at:

· Preventing shaken baby syndrome by collaborating with hospitals and community organizations to offer a parent education program based on the successful DIAS model piloted in up-state New York.

· Preventing childhood sexual abuse by piloting an innovative two-year program focused on adult and community responsibility for preventing offending behavior.

· Offering community based training through the Family Development Institute.  The Institute, a collaborative with UCONN, offers training in family development to enhance the skills of paraprofessionals, supervisors and managers of human services agencies.  
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