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Connecticut State Library 
Agency Purpose XE "State Library"    
http://www.cslib.org/

· Provide high-quality library and information services to state government and the citizens of Connecticut.

· Work cooperatively with related agencies and constituent organizations in providing those services.

· Preserve and make accessible the records of Connecticut’s history and heritage.

· Promote the development and growth of high-quality information services on an equitable basis statewide.

· Provide leadership and cooperative opportunities to the library, educational and historical communities in order to enhance the value of individual and collective service missions.

Recent HighlightS

Archives & Public Records

The project to edit volumes 18 and 19 of the Public Records of the State of Connecticut came to a successful conclusion.  Volume 19 contains the journal of the Constitutional Convention that put together the Constitution of 1818 and debate over ratification.
Information Services

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) used Connecticut’s LBPH to do Functional Prototype testing of the proposed new Digital Talking Book Machine (DTBM), giving Connecticut patrons a chance to directly influence the design of the new DTBM. The new Digital Talking Book Machines are projected to begin distribution in 2008.

Library Development

iCONN - www.iconn.org - allows users to search up to 32 databases, including reQuest, the statewide library catalog, simultaneously with one search.  Connecticut residents and students searched iCONN over 33.5 million times, a 75% increase over the previous year. The value of all iCONN databases to local communities now exceeds $35 million per year as compared with an annual cost to provide iCONN of just under $2 million.  
Equal Access    The State Library partnered with Libraries for the Future on a statewide professional development program entitled Equal Access which will empower libraries to transform themselves into community-responsive centers for information and education.  
Museum of Connecticut History

Strategic Plan   Funded by a grant from the Connecticut Humanities Council, the Museum completed a detailed strategic plan that can be used to gain additional program support from the public, the administration and the legislature.  
Connecticut Invents   The Museum inaugurated its summer outreach program “Connecticut Invents” in collaboration with public libraries throughout Connecticut.  More than 400 students participated in twenty (ea.) 2-hour workshops exploring the fascinating world of invention, with emphasis on 19th century Connecticut inventions of the host community and a hands-on design/build bridge engineering competition.
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