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Commission on child protection
 XE "Public Defender Services Commission" Agency Purpose 
http://www.ct.gov/ccpa 

The Commission on Child Protection’s statutory responsibility is to improve the system for the provision of legal services and Guardians Ad Litem (GAL) to children and indigent respondents in family matters in which the state has been ordered to pay the cost of such services and in proceedings before the superior court for juvenile matters.

The Commission must ensure that attorneys providing legal services pursuant to this section are assigned to cases in a manner that will avoid conflicts of interest, as defined by the Rules of Professional Conduct, and in a manner consistent with the Standards of Practice. 

The Commission is required to establish and implement training, practice and caseload standards for the representation of children and indigent respondents in juvenile and family courts.

Recent Highlights 
Publications and resources

· Promulgated and published standards of practice by November 16, 2006.
· Requested and obtained Connecticut Practice Book rule change recognizing child welfare law as a legal specialty in Connecticut.  

· Established a website to provide resource links; practice tips; updates on the law, procedure and DCF policy; and a calendar of events and training.
· Formed Family Matters Advisory Board which created a training manual for attorneys for minor children and GAL’s in Family Matters.
Training,  mentoring and assessment

· Provided orientation and training on standards to all new contract attorneys.
· Established extensive training program and resources for juvenile contract attorneys through collaboration with the Center for Children’s Advocacy, Lawyers for Children of America, the Department of Children and Families, the Connecticut Bar Association, the National Association of Counsel for Children, the National Institute of Trial Advocacy, the Judicial Department, and the Governor’s Task Force on Justice for Abused Children
· All new contract attorneys have been assigned a paid mentor responsible for ensuring shadowing, supervision on at least three cases, ongoing consultation and reporting to the Chief Child Protection Attorney regarding the new attorney’s progress and training needs.
· Created, distributed, collected and reviewed assessment surveys on all juvenile attorneys.
B - 2
Public Defender Services Commission
Judicial

B - 1
Judicial
Commission on Child Protection


